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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

Introduction 

The Bega Valley Shire Council engaged Lantern Heritage to undertake a due diligence for 22 
separate locations throughout the local government area. These locations included infrastructure 
for sewerage, water and waste. These locations were split into areas that were high priority and 
areas that were medium priority. The locations that are high priority are presented within this report. 
All medium priority areas will be presented within an addendum to this report. 

The locations that are presented within this report are as follows:  

 Bega SPS3; 

 Bega SPS4; 

 Bega SPS6; 

 Bemboka Reservoir; 

 Bermagui STP; 

 Bermagui Depot; 

 Bermagui Outfall; 

 Eden Reservoir; 

 Central Waste Facility (Organics Processing); 

 Merimbula STP; 

 Tathra STP; 

 Wolumla Booster PS; and 

 Yellow Pinch Proposed WTP. 

The proposed impacts at most of these locations were not given so it is assumed that ground 
disturbing impacts will take place at all locations anywhere within the provided shapefile locations. 
Therefore, any variation to the shapefiles presented in this report are outside of the current scope. 

Results 

The follow sites do not contain any Aboriginal objects or the potential to contain any Aboriginal 
objects: 

 Bega SPS3; 

 Bega SPS4; 

 Bega SPS6; 

 Bemboka Reservoir; 

 Bermagui STP; 

 Bermagui Depot; 

 Eden Reservoir; 
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 Wolumla Booster PS; and 

 Yellow Pinch Proposed WTP. 

One artefact scatter with potential archaeological deposit (PAD) (BWS22-1; AHIMS #62-7-0499) 
was recorded at Bermagui, one isolated artefact (BWS22-15; AHIMS #62-6-0861) and one PAD 
(BWS22-6; AHIMS #62-6-0865) was recorded at Central Waste Facility (Organics Processing), one 
shell midden with PAD (BWS22-4; AHIMS #62-6-0863) was recorded at Merimbula STP and one 
PAD (BWS22-2; AHIMS #62-6-0858) was recorded at Tathra STP. There is also one historical site 
at Central Waste Facility (Organics Processing). 

Recommendations 

a. The proposed activity can go ahead, with caution at Bega SPS3, Bega SPS4, Bega 
SPS6, Bermagui STP, Bermagui Depot, Eden Reservoir, Wolumla Booster PS, Yellow 
Pinch WTP and Bemboka Reservoir. 

b. If during the course of the proposed activity any Aboriginal objects are found, stop 
work and notify Heritage NSW. If human remains are found, stop work, secure the 
site and notify the NSW Police and Heritage NSW. 

c. This due diligence assessment only covers the works outlined in Section 2 of this 
report. If additional impacts or alternative alignments are proposed, further 
assessment will be required. 

d. A copy of this report, and any subsequent due diligence investigations, should be kept 
on record, and if requested, supplied to the relevant government agency as proof of 
compliance with the Due Diligence Code of Practice. 

e. A copy of this report should be forwarded to BLALC, ELALC, MLALC and Djirringanj 
for their review and comment. 

f. John Dixon (Djirringanj) has requested monitoring during works at the Proposed 
Yellow Pinch WTP by a Djirringanj or BLALC representative.  

g. At Bermagui Outfall (BWS22-1: AHIMS Site 62-7-0499), this entire area contains 
PAD and some artefacts were recorded. This site requires test excavation prior to 
ANY ground disturbing works including disturbance to surface deposits. Test 
excavation can be undertaken in conjunction with an ACHAR prior to determine 
whether or not an Aboriginal Heritage Impact Permit (AHIP) is required. 

h. At Merimbula STP (BWS22-4; AHIMS Site 62-6-0863), the deposit closest to the 
lake appears to contain midden material and would require test excavation prior to 
any ground disturbing works to determine the extent and integrity of the midden 
deposit. Prior to test excavations an Aboriginal Cultural Heritage Assessment 
(ACHA) and an Aboriginal Heritage Impact Permit (AHIP) will be required. Test 
excavations within a midden may only be carried out with an AHIP. 

i. At Merimbula STP, the GIS data for the activity area provided on the day and post-
survey are considerably different. As a result the whole activity area was not subject 
to visual inspection. Should works go ahead in areas not surveyed (ie. Within the 
shapefile area provided on 25th March not covered by the original shapefile) a 
member of the Djirringanj Native Title group should be in attendance to monitor. 

j. At Tathra STP (BSW22-2: AHIMS Site 62-6-0858), the deposit between the current 
STP footprint and the golf course/oval may contain Aboriginal objects. As such test 
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excavation will be required prior to any ground disturbing works. Test excavation can 
be undertaken in conjunction with an ACHAR prior to applying for an AHIP. 

k. At CWF – Organics Processing (BWS22-15: AHIMS Site 62-6-0861) an isolated 
artefact was identified on the surface. This artefact cannot be moved without an 
ACHA and an AHIP. 

l. At CWF – Organics Processing (BWS22-6: AHIMS Site 62-6-0865), the deposit 
down by the creekline may contain archaeological material. Therefore test 
excavations will be required before any ground disturbing activities can take place. 
Test excavations can be undertaken in conjunction with an ACHAR prior to applying 
for an AHIP. 

m. At CWF – Organics Processing a historical road way was identified that also runs 
through the Landfill Expansion site and the Erosion Gully site. A historical assessment 
will be required before any ground disturbing activities can take place. 
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1 PROJECT OVERVIEW 

1.1 Introduction 

This report documents the due diligence process that has been undertaken with respect to 
proposed water, sewer and waste systems works within Bega Valley Shire (Figures 1 to 12). 
The assessment has been divided into high and medium priority areas. This report 
addresses the high priority areas. The medium priority areas will be addressed in an 
addendum to follow. 

This report has been prepared in accordance with the NSW Office of Environment and 
Heritage Due Diligence Code of Practice for the Protection of Aboriginal Objects in New 
South Wales (Department of Environment, Climate Change and Water, 2010a). This report 
has been compiled in accordance with the Burra Charter: The Australia ICOMOS Charter 
for Places of Cultural Significance (Australia ICOMOS, 2013). 

1.2 Legislative Framework 

1.2.1 National Parks and Wildlife Act 1974 

The National Parks and Wildlife Act 1974 (as amended), administered by the Heritage 
NSW, is the primary legislation for the protection of Aboriginal cultural heritage in New 
South Wales. Part 6 of the NPW Act provides specific protection for Aboriginal objects and 
declared Aboriginal places by establishing offences of harm. 

Table 1 summarises those offences and their associated penalties. However, if due diligence 
is exercised, this is a defence against prosecution for the strict liability offence, in the event 
that an Aboriginal object is later unknowingly harmed without an Aboriginal Heritage Impact 
Permit (AHIP). 

Table 1: Offences and penalties for harming or desecrating Aboriginal objects and 
declared Aboriginal Places (DECCW 2010b) 

Offence Maximum Penalty: 
Individual 

Maximum Penalty: 
Corporation 

A person must not harm 
or desecrate an 
Aboriginal object that the 
person knows is an 
Aboriginal object. 

2,500 penalty units 
($275,000) or imprisonment 
for 1 year 
5,000 penalty units 
($550,000) or imprisonment 
for 2 years or both (in 
circumstances of aggravation) 

10,000 penalty units 
($1,100,000) 

A person must not harm 
or desecrate an 
Aboriginal object (strict 
liability offence). 

500 penalty units ($55,000) 
1,000 penalty units 
($110,000) (in circumstances 
of aggravation) 

2,000 penalty units 
($220,000) 

A person must not harm 
or desecrate an 
Aboriginal Place (strict 
liability offence). 

5,000 penalty units 
($550,000) or imprisonment 
for 2 years or both 

10,000 penalty units 
($1,100,000) 
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Failure to notify DECCW 
of the location of an 
Aboriginal object (existing 
offence and penalty) 

100 penalty units ($11,000). 
For continuing offences a 
further maximum penalty of 10 
penalty units ($1,100) applies 
for each day the offence 
continues. 

200 penalty units 
($22,000). For continuing 
offences a further maximum 
penalty of 20 penalty units 
($2,200) applies for each 
day the offence continues 

Contravention of any 
condition of an Aboriginal 
Heritage Impact Permit 

1,000 penalty units 
($110,000) or imprisonment 
for 6 months, or 
both, and in the case of a 
continuing offence a further 
penalty of 100 penalty units 
($11,000) for each day the 
offence continues  

2,000 penalty units 
($220,000) and in the case 
of a continuing offence a 
further penalty of 200 
penalty units ($22,000) for 
each day the offence 
continues 
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Figure 1: Location of the proposed Bermagui STP activity area. 



Water and Sewer Services, Various Locations, Bega Valley Shire - Aboriginal Due Diligence Assessment 

 
4 

 

Figure 2: Location of the Bemboka Reservoir activity area. 
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Figure 3: Location of the proposed Bega SPS3 activity area. 
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Figure 4: Location of the proposed Bega SPS4 activity area. 
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Figure 5: Location of the proposed Bega SPS6 activity area. 
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Figure 6: Location of the proposed Tathra STP activity area. 
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Figure 7: Location of the proposed Wolumla Booster PS activity area. 
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Figure 8: Location of the proposed CWF—organics processing activity area. 
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Figure 9: Location of the proposed Yellow Pinch WTP activity area. 



Water and Sewer Services, Various Locations, Bega Valley Shire - Aboriginal Due Diligence Assessment 

 
12 

 

Figure 10: Location of the proposed Merimbula STP activity area. 
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Figure 11. Differing activity areas were provided to Lantern Heritage before and after the 
surveys had been completed. 
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Figure 12: Location of the proposed North Eden Reservoir activity area. 
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1.2.2 Due Diligence Code of Practice 

The Due Diligence Code of Practice for the Protection of Aboriginal Objects in New South 
Wales (DECCW, 2010a) details the process that needs to be implemented in order to 
determine whether or not proposed activities may harm Aboriginal objects. The following is 
an excerpt from the Due Diligence Code of Practice (DECCW, 2010a) that outlines the 
purpose of the code. 

The National Parks and Wildlife Act 1974 (NPW Act) provides that a person who 
exercises due diligence in determining that their actions will not harm Aboriginal 
objects has a defence against prosecution for the strict liability offence if they later 
unknowingly harm an object without an AHIP.  

The NPW Act allows for a generic code of practice to explain what due diligence 
means. Carefully following this code of practice, which is adopted by the National 
Parks and Wildlife Regulation 2009 (NPW Regulation) made under the NPW Act, 
would be regarded as ‘due diligence’. This code of practice can be used for all 
activities across all environments.  

This code sets out the reasonable and practicable steps which individuals and 
organisations need to take in order to:  

1. identify whether or not Aboriginal objects are, or are likely to be, present in an 
area   

2. determine whether or not their activities are likely to harm Aboriginal objects (if 
present)   

3. determine whether an AHIP application is required.   

If Aboriginal objects are present or likely to be present and an activity will harm those 
objects, then an AHIP application will be required.  

By following the Due Diligence Code of Practice proponents can reach a reasonable 
determination as to whether or not Aboriginal objects will be harmed by their proposed 
activity, whether further investigation is warranted and whether or not an AHIP will be 
required.  

1.2.3 Aboriginal Consultation 

Consultation with the Aboriginal Community is not formally required as part of the due 
diligence process. The decision as to whether or not to implement consultation as part of 
the due diligence process lies with the proponent. However, if at any point an application is 
made for an AHIP, then the consultation must be undertaken in accordance with the 
requirements in cl.80C of the National Parks and Wildlife Regulation 2009.  

1.3 Due Diligence Process 

The due diligence process comprises up to five separate steps that will determine whether 
or not an AHIP is required for a given activity.  

Figure 13 provides an overview of the due diligence process. Additional details regarding 
each step are outlined below. 
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1.3.1 Step 1: Will the activity disturb the ground surface? 

The first step in the due diligence process is to determine whether the proposed activity will 
disturb the ground surface or any culturally modified trees. Essentially, if there will be ground 
disturbance (e.g. digging, grading, bulldozing, scraping, ploughing or drilling), or if mature 
vegetation will be removed, then the potential exists for harm to Aboriginal objects, so the 
next step in the due diligence process should be implemented. 

However, if the proposed activity will not disturb the ground surface or any culturally modified 
trees, then the activity can go ahead, with caution, without applying for an AHIP.  
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Figure 13: The generic due diligence process (DECCW, 2010a).  

STEP 1 
Will the activity disturb the ground surface or any 
culturally modified trees? 

STEP 2 
Are there any: 

a) relevant confirmed site records or other 
associated landscape feature information 
on AHIMS? and/or 

b) any other sources of information of which 
a person is already aware? and/or 

c) landscape features that are likely to 
indicate presence of Aboriginal objects? 

STEP 3 
Can harm to Aboriginal objects listed on AHIMS or 
identified by other sources of information and/or 
can the carrying out of the activity at the relevant 
landscape features be avoided? 

STEP 4 
Does a desktop assessment and visual inspection 
confirm that there are Aboriginal objects or that 
they are likely? 

STEP 5 
Further investigation and impact assessment. 

AHIP application not necessary. 
Proceed with caution. If any 
Aboriginal objects are found, stop 
work and notify OEH. If human 
remains are found, stop work, 
secure the site and notify the 
NSW Police and OEH. 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes, any 
or all 

No 

No 

No, none 

No 

Yes 
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1.3.2 Step 2: Are there previously recorded sites, or landscape features likely to 
indicate presence of Aboriginal objects? 

There are two components to the second step in the due diligence process: a) determining 
if there are previously recorded sites in the activity area, and b) determining if the activity 
area includes landscape features that are likely to indicate the presence of Aboriginal 
objects. 

The first component of this step involves searching the Heritage NSW Aboriginal Heritage 
Information Management System (AHIMS) to check for the presence of previously 
registered sites within the activity area. It also involves checking for whether or not previous 
studies have been conducted across the activity area, or part thereof. If there are previous 
investigations, then it is also necessary to check whether or not those investigations 
identified any Aboriginal objects, or the potential for such objects within the proposed activity 
area. 

Regardless of the outcome of the searches for previously recorded Aboriginal objects, it is 
also necessary to review the landscape features present within the activity area, and assess 
whether or not Aboriginal objects are likely to be present within those features. 

If the proposed activity is: 

 within 200m of any part of: any river, stream, lake, lagoon, swamp, wetlands, natural 
watercourse, tidal waters (including the sea), or 

 located within a sand dune system, or 

 located on a ridge top, ridge line or headland, or 

 located within 200m below or above a cliff face, or 

 within 20m of or in a cave, rock shelter, or a cave mouth, and 

 on land that is not disturbed1, then the next step in the due diligence process must 
be implemented. 

However, if after completing a search of AHIMS, a review of previous investigations and a 
review of the landscape features in the activity area, it is concluded that there are no known 
Aboriginal objects and no landscape features likely to indicate the presence of Aboriginal 
objects, then the activity can go ahead, with caution, without applying for an AHIP. 

1.3.3 Step 3: Can harm be avoided to the object or disturbance of the landscape 
feature? 

The third step in the due diligence process is implemented when there are known Aboriginal 
objects present in the activity area, and/or the activity area includes landscape features 
likely to indicate the presence of Aboriginal objects, on land that is not disturbed. This step 
involves an assessment of whether or not the activity area can be modified to avoid harm to 
known Aboriginal objects and/or landscape features likely to indicate the presence of 
Aboriginal objects. 

 
1 Land is disturbed if it has been the subject of a human activity that has changed the land’s surface, being 
changes that remain clear and observable. 
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For example, harm may be avoided through reducing the extent of the activity area, 
relocating the activity area, or modifying the proposed activity to avoid ground disturbance 
or vegetation removal. 

If the activity cannot be modified in such a way as to avoid all harm to known Aboriginal 
objects and all disturbance to landscape features likely to indicate the presence of Aboriginal 
objects, then the next step in the due diligence process must be implemented. 

However, if harm can be avoided to all known Aboriginal objects and landscape features 
likely to indicate the presence of Aboriginal objects, then the activity can go ahead, with 
caution, without applying for an AHIP. 

1.3.4 Step 4: Desktop assessment and visual inspection 

The fourth step in the due diligence process is implemented when harm cannot be avoided 
to known Aboriginal objects and/or disturbance to landscape features likely to indicate the 
presence of Aboriginal objects. This step involves a desktop assessment and a visual 
inspection of the activity area. 

The desktop assessment involves collation and review of any readily available information 
from previous cultural heritage studies, archaeological investigations and previously 
recorded Aboriginal sites across the broader area. It must include the proposed activity as 
a whole, not just particular areas where Aboriginal objects have been recorded or areas 
where landscape features, likely to indicate the presence of Aboriginal objects, are located.  

Visual inspection must also be conducted in order to determine if Aboriginal objects can be 
identified within the activity area, or if they are likely to be present below the surface. The 
visual inspection must be done by a person with expertise in locating and identifying 
Aboriginal objects (e.g. a consultant with appropriate qualifications and training). 

If the desktop assessment or the visual inspection identifies the presence of Aboriginal 
objects in the activity area, or the likelihood of Aboriginal objects being present, more 
detailed investigation and impact assessment will be required. In which case, the next step 
in the due diligence process must be implemented. 

However, if the desktop assessment and the visual assessment do not identify the presence, 
or likely presence, of Aboriginal objects, then the activity can go ahead, with caution, without 
applying for an AHIP. 

1.3.5 Step 5: Further investigations and impact assessment 

The fifth step in the due diligence process is the implementation of a detailed investigation 
and impact assessment. This step is implemented when the desktop assessment and visual 
investigation confirm the presence, or likely presence, of Aboriginal objects within the 
proposed activity area. 

Detailed investigation and impact assessment must be conducted in accordance with 
Heritage NSW guidelines regarding archaeological investigations (DECCW, 2010b) and the 
process of investigating and reporting on Aboriginal cultural heritage (Office of Environment 
and Heritage, 2011). 

If the detailed investigation and impact assessment determines that harm will occur to 
Aboriginal objects, then an AHIP application must be made. 
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All AHIP applicants must undertake Aboriginal community consultation in accordance with 
clause 80C of the NPW Regulation (DECCW, 2010c). Consultation may also be followed 
when a cultural heritage assessment is undertaken and there is uncertainty about potential 
harm. 

1.3.6 If the due diligence process does not identify that an AHIP application is 
necessary 

If after completing the due diligence code of practice process it has reasonably been 
determined that an AHIP application is not necessary, because Aboriginal objects are not 
present or, if they are present, harm to those objects can be avoided, then the activity can 
go ahead with caution. 

However, if an Aboriginal object is found while undertaking the activity, work must stop and 
Heritage NSW must be notified. In that instance, pending advice from Heritage NSW, an 
AHIP may be required before work can resume. Further investigation may also be required, 
depending on the type of Aboriginal object that is found. 

In the event that human skeletal remains are found during the activity, work must stop 
immediately, the area must be secured, and the NSW Police and Heritage NSW must be 
notified. 

As summarised in Table 1, if an Aboriginal object is found that is not already recorded on 
AHIMS, there is a legal obligation under s.89A of the NPW Act to notify Heritage NSW as 
soon as possible of the object’s location. This applies to all people in all situations, including 
when following the due diligence code of practice. 
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2 STEP 1 – WHAT IS THE PROPOSED ACTIVITY? 

2.1 Overview of the proposed activity 

Proposed activities associated with the activity areas include: 

Bermagui STP and Outfall Pipe – Figure 1 

 The drying beds and settling ponds are being decommissioned, rebuilt and expanded 
in the long term; 

 Future works may include two drying beds; 

 Future works may include one large drying bed and one lagoon;  

 More aeration capacity on the ‘vacant’ land including more aeration boxes; 

 Potential excavation works along and surrounding the east-west entry road 
connecting to Tathra-Bermagui Road; and  

 Potential excavation of the small section of the activity area from the road entryway 
northwards along Bermagui-Tathra Road. 

Bermagui Outfall - Figure 1 

 Outfall pipe re-placement from STP, under Tathra-Bermagui Road and to the ocean 
(precise location yet to be determined);  

 Method of outfall pipe replacement undetermined but may require excavation; 

 Drill may be installed for outfall construction on Tathra-Bermagui Road and on 
walking track along cliff; and 

 Alternatively works may be contained within a limited construction envelope where a 
pit would be excavated for a boring machine. Machine activity may occur along the 
walking track. 

Bemboka Reservoir - Figure 2 

 Decommission old reservoir; 

 Build new reservoir; and 

 Potentially build smaller booster pump station next to the reservoir. 

Bega SPS3 - Figure 3 

 Potential development includes expansion and installation of solar panels. 

Bega SPS4 - Figure 4 

 Potential development includes expansion and installation of solar panels. 
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Bega SPS6 - Figure 5 

 Potential development includes expansion and installation of solar panels. 

Tathra STP - Figure 6 

 Potential development includes expansion and installation of solar panels; and  

 General upgrades/renewals. 

Wolumla Booster PS - Figure 7 

 Upgrades to pumps (internal); and 

 Renewal of pipes/valves. 

Central Waste Facility, Frogs Hollow—Organics - Figure 8 

 Construct batters on the property around the high side to redirect water away from 
infrastructure; 

 Cut and fill 12,000 square metre area for concrete pad; 

 Excavation for and construction of leachate pond; and  

 Construct site entry by means of extending the existing on-site road. 

Proposed Yellow Pinch WTP - Figure 9 

 Construction of new water treatment plant; 

 Construction of treated water storage facility; 

 Construction of sludge handling facilities; 

 Construction of storage buildings; 

 Construction of plant/control building; 

 Road construction; 

 Construction of PV solar array, network optimisation and rationalisation; and 

 Installation of associated infrastructure. 

Merimbula STP - Figure 10 

 Decommissioned overflow from wet-weather settlement pond into Lake Merimbula 
and movement to southwest corner of pond; 

 Removing vegetation in the northern section; and 

 Installation of solar panels. 

North Eden Reservoir - Figure 12 

 Decommissioning. 
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2.2 Will the proposed activity disturb the ground surface? 

As outlined above the proposed works will involve some degree of excavation/land surface 
modification. These works are associated with: the installation of underground pipes, the 
construction of reservoirs and associated buildings, and the installation of solar panels, 
realignment of fences, tree removal, construction of access tracks and heavy machinery 
access. 

2.3 Step 1 Summary 

The result of Step 1 of the due diligence process is that the proposed activity is likely to 
cause ground disturbance. As such it is necessary to proceed to Step 2 of the due diligence 
process. 

3 STEP 2 – REVIEW OF HERITAGE REGISTERS AND 
LANDSCAPE FEATURES 

3.1 AHIMS site searches 

As the survey areas were dispersed widely over the Bega Valley, a separate AHIMS search 
was conducted for each location. Between 17th and 18th January 2022, basic searches of 
the AHIMS database were conducted. (The search for Wolumla was undertaken on 10th 
February 2022). The searches show the site types that occur within the general area, and 
also whether any AHIMS sites are registered as being within an activity area. Extensive 
AHIMS searches were conducted to obtain the site details.  

The size of the search areas varied; this is because a number of the activity areas are quite 
close together, therefore in several cases, one search encompassed multiple activity areas. 
AHIMS site density over the Bega Valley varies enormously. Some activity areas are 
surrounded by AHIMS sites, while some are not near any. The reason for this is usually due 
to previous heritage assessment works in the area. An absence of sites in the AHIMS 
searches does not necessarily mean that there are no sites on the ground. To give an 
overview of the distribution of the closest site types, various resolutions were required for 
the maps (see map scales). As a result, not all the sites within each search area are shown 
on the AHIMS maps.  

A total of 583 sites or objects were listed as being present within the search areas. 
Appendix 1 provides a list of the sites for each search area, including site types and features 
present. The vast majority of the sites are open camp sites containing artefacts (579), many 
of which contain multiple features. Only one site is registered as an enclosed rock shelter 
(the remaining three are not specified). As many sites contain multiple features, the number 
of features is higher than the number of sites. Total features at the sites are as follows: 445 
sites with artefacts, 117 sites with middens (shell, animal bone and other organic), 20 sites 
with culturally modified trees, 11 sites with burials (several with multiple burials), nine (9) 
ceremonial rings, two (2) resource and gathering sites, one (1) site with grinding grooves, 
one (1) art site, one (1) waterhole, one (1) ceremonial site and 99 areas of potential 
archaeological deposit (PAD). Information restrictions apply to an additional 23 'Restricted' 
sites. These locations are not included on the maps.  

Two (2) AHIMS site have registered coordinates within the Tathra STP activity area. One (1) 
site has coordinates that place it within 50m of Tathra STP activity area. No other activity 
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area contains any AHIMS sites. Below are details of the AHIMS searches for each activity 
area.  

3.1.1 Bermagui 

This section applies to the following activity area: 

 Bermagui STP 

Figure 14 andFigure 15 show the AHIMS sites within regional and local contexts. Table 2 
provides an overview of the previously recorded sites according to site types and features. 
The typical site types are artefacts/PAD and shell midden, which are clustered around the 
major waterways. One burial is located several kilometres to the north (Figure 14). Three 
sites are ‘Restricted’ ( 
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Table 3). Two artefact sites are located within 1km of the activity area (Figure 15). 

Artefact scatters are the most dominant site type (52) (Table 3) followed by shell middens 
with artefacts (30). These two site types are by far the most common with most site types 
only occurring once within the search area. Some of these uncommon site types include 
Aboriginal ceremony and dreaming/ burial and ceremonial ring. 

Table 2: Summary of AHIMS search results for Bermagui. 

AHIMS # Site Name Site Type/Features 

62-3-0632 CPS1 Isolated Artefact 
62-7-0152 Bermagui; Artefact Scatter 
62-3-0548 Murrabrine Lane 1 Artefact Scatter 
62-3-0549 Verona Rd 1 Artefact Scatter 
62-3-0130 OFC 2; Artefact Scatter 
62-3-0001 Quaama 1;Quaama;FF5; Artefact Scatter 
62-3-0559 Green Tyrells Rd 1 (GTR 1) Artefact Scatter 
62-7-0010 Bermagui River 1 FF6; Shell Midden, Artefact Scatter 
62-7-0034 Beauty Point FF8; Shell Midden, Artefact Scatter 
62-3-0565 Myrtle Creek Rd 1 Artefact Scatter 
62-7-0472 LONG SWAP - WALLAGA LAKE 1 Isolated Artefact 
62-7-0036 Bermagui; Shell Midden, Artefact Scatter 
62-7-0306 BCC Survey Unit 6 Artefact Scatter 
62-7-0125 Murunna Point;Regatta Point 32/199b; Shell Midden, Artefact Scatter 
62-7-0017 Regatta Point;Camel Rock Beach; Shell Midden, Artefact Scatter 
62-7-0016 Bermagui South; Shell Midden, Artefact Scatter 
62-7-0258 VW7 Artefact Scatter 
62-3-0566 Pigs Crossing 1 Modified Tree (Carved or Scarred) 
62-3-0551 Coolagalite Rd 1 Artefact Scatter 
62-3-0567 MB 1 Artefact Scatter 
62-7-0009 Merrimans Island Aboriginal Ceremony and Dreaming 
62-7-0314 Lakeview Site 5 (LV5) Shell Midden, PAD 
62-7-0497 Wallaga Lake Midden Shell Midden 
62-7-0482 Regatta Point Holiday Park Midden 1 Shell Midden, Artefact Scatter 
62-7-0304 BCC Survey Unit 4 Artefact Scatter 
62-7-0257 VW10 Shell Midden, Artefact Scatter, Burial 
62-7-0020 Camel Rock; Shell Midden, Artefact Scatter 
62-7-0011 Long Swamp FF7;Wallaga Lake; Shell Midden, Artefact Scatter 
62-3-0561 W.F 1 Artefact Scatter 
62-3-0550 Coolagalite Rd 3 Artefact Scatter 
62-7-0159 Bermagui; Artefact Scatter 
62-3-0544 Upper Verona Rd 1 (UVR1) Artefact Scatter 
62-7-0005 Bermagui River; Artefact Scatter 
62-7-0155 Bermagui; Artefact Scatter 
62-7-0037 Beauty Point;Fairhaven; Shell Midden, Artefact Scatter 
62-7-0438 Fairhaven 2 Shell Midden, Isolated Artefact 
62-7-0318 Lakeview Site 1 (LV1) Artefact Scatter, PAD 
62-7-0035 Bermagui Waterhole Water Hole 
62-7-0252 VW6 Shell Midden, Artefact Scatter 
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AHIMS # Site Name Site Type/Features 

62-7-0253 VW5 Shell Midden, Artefact Scatter 
62-7-0373 Bermi HD Artefact Scatter 
62-7-0374 Restriction applied. Please contact 

ahims@environment.nsw.gov.au. 
Restricted 

62-3-0553 PJ - 2 Isolated Artefact 
62-3-0554 KH 2 Artefact Scatter 
62-3-0563 RH 1 Artefact Scatter 
62-3-0552 Cooagalite Rd 2 Isolated Artefact 
62-7-0153 Bermagui; Artefact Scatter 
62-3-0532 Quinlans Rd 3 Artefact Scatter 
62-3-0534 Quinlans Rd 1 Artefact Scatter 
62-7-0197 Wallaga Lake; Shell Midden, Artefact Scatter 
62-7-0473 LONG SWAP - WALLAGA LAKE 2 Isolated Artefact, Shell Midden, PAD 
62-7-0134 Long Swamp 36/10; Shell Midden, Artefact Scatter 
62-7-0288 Lot 64 Fairhaven Pt Way Midden Shell Midden 
62-7-0126 Wallaga Lake 36/39; Shell Midden, Artefact Scatter 
62-7-0267 Murunna Point 1 Shell Midden 
62-7-0256 VW8 Artefact Scatter 
62-7-0254 VW4 Shell Midden, Artefact Scatter 
62-3-0556 Cadjangarry Rd 1 Artefact Scatter 
62-3-0545 Murrabrine Lane 4 Artefact Scatter 
62-3-0056 Dry Creek Ceremonial Ground Ceremonial Ring (Stone or Earth) 
62-3-0058 Dignams Hill;31/94B; Shell Midden, Artefact Scatter 
62-3-0562 KH 3 Artefact Scatter 
62-3-0533 Quinlans Rd 2 Isolated Artefact 
62-7-0135 Beauty Point 36/40; Shell Midden, Artefact Scatter 
62-7-0003 Wallaga Lake 1 Shell Midden, Artefact Scatter 
62-7-0492 Nutley's Creek Road Site 1 Artefact Scatter 
62-7-0002 Horse Shoe Bay;Bemagui; Shell Midden, Artefact Scatter 
62-7-0305 BCC Survey Unit 5 Artefact Scatter 
62-7-0291 BCC2 Artefact Scatter 
62-7-0137 Wagonga Inlet; Artefact Scatter 
62-7-0136 Paradise Point 37;Wagonga Inlet; Shell Midden, Artefact Scatter 
62-7-0018 Wallaga Lake 3 Shell Midden, Artefact Scatter 
62-7-0312 Marunna Point Non-Human Bone and Organic 

Material 
62-3-0547 Murrabrine Lane 2 Artefact Scatter 
62-3-0557 Green Tryells Rd 3 (GTR 3) Artefact Scatter 
62-3-0558 Green Tyrells Rd 2 (GTR2) Artefact Scatter 
62-3-0569 Kangaroo Rd 1 Artefact Scatter 
62-7-0158 Bermagui; Artefact Scatter 
62-7-0007 Bermagui River; Shell Midden, Artefact Scatter 
62-7-0317 Lakeview Site 2 (LV2) Shell Midden 
62-7-0292 BCC 3 Artefact Scatter 
62-7-0249 Beauty Point Shell Midden, Artefact Scatter 
62-7-0132 Bermagui 36/19b; Burial 
62-7-0313 Bermagui waterhole midden Shell Midden 
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AHIMS # Site Name Site Type/Features 

62-2-0233 Brain Horsefell Property;Wallaga Lake; Shell Midden, Artefact Scatter 
62-7-0496 TL-AS-01 Artefact Scatter, PAD 
62-7-0251 VW9 Artefact Scatter 
62-3-0555 KH - 1 Isolated Artefact 
62-3-0546 Murrabrine Lane 3 Artefact Scatter 
62-3-0564 GF 1 Artefact Scatter 
62-7-0157 Bermagui; Artefact Scatter 
62-3-0572 Westrops RD 1 Isolated Artefact 
62-7-0307 BCC Survey Unit 11 Artefact Scatter 
62-7-0316 Lakeview Site 3 (LV3) Shell Midden, PAD 
62-7-0293 BCC 4 Artefact Scatter 
62-7-0375 Restriction applied. Please contact 

ahims@environment.nsw.gov.au. 
Closed site (Restricted) 

62-3-0568 Kangaroo Rd 2 Artefact Scatter 
62-3-0571 PJ1 Artefact Scatter 
62-2-0005 Kybean Caves; Artefact Scatter (Shelter with 

Deposit) 
62-3-0542 Upper Verona Rd 3 (UVR3) Artefact Scatter 
62-3-0543 Upper Verona Rd 2 (UVR2) Artefact Scatter 
62-7-0154 Bermagui; Artefact Scatter 
62-7-0004 Bermagui River; Shell Midden, Artefact Scatter 
62-7-0006 Bermagui River; Shell Midden, Artefact Scatter 
62-7-0156 Bermagui; Artefact Scatter 
62-7-0315 Lakeview Site 4 (LV4) Isolated Artefact 
62-7-0133 Long Swamp 36/11; Shell Midden, Artefact Scatter 
62-7-0014 Bermagui; Shell Midden, Artefact Scatter 
62-7-0290 BCC 1 Artefact Scatter 
62-7-0268 Murunna Point 11 Shell Midden, Artefact Scatter 
62-7-0255 VW3 Artefact Scatter 
62-7-0376 Restriction applied. Please contact 

ahims@environment.nsw.gov.au. 
Restricted 
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Table 3: Overview of previously recorded site types within the Bermagui AHIMS search 
areas. 

Site types Total 

Artefact Scatter 52 

Shell Midden, Artefact Scatter 30 

Isolated Artefact 8 

Shell Midden 5 

Artefact Scatter, PAD 2 

Shell Midden, PAD 2 

Aboriginal Ceremony and Dreaming 1 

Artefact Scatter (Shelter with Deposit) 1 

Burial 1 

Ceremonial Ring (Stone or Earth) 1 

Isolated Artefact, Shell Midden, PAD 1 

Modified Tree (Carved or Scarred) 1 

Non-Human Bone and Organic Material 1 

Shell Midden, Artefact Scatter, Burial 1 

Shell Midden, Isolated Artefact 1 

Water Hole 1 

Restricted 3 
Total 112 
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Figure 14: Map of AHIMS sites around Bermagui STP - regional overview (NB some sites 
plot within bodies of water due to older/incorrect grid references.) 
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Figure 15: Map of AHIMS sites around Bermagui STP- local view. 
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3.1.2 Bemboka 

This section applies to the following activity area: 

 Bemboka STP 

Table 4 provides an overview of the previously recorded sites according to site types and 
features. No sites are within 2km of the activity area (Figure 16). The nearest sites are all 
artefact sites clustered around waterways. Four modified trees are recorded in the region 
( 

Table 5). 

No AHIMS sites are registered as being in or within 50m of Bemboka STP. 

Table 4: Summary of AHIMS search results for Bermagui area 

AHIMS # Site Name Site Type/Features 

62-6-0416 WFR 5 Artefact Scatter 
62-6-0327 Kameruka Lane 1 Artefact Scatter 
62-6-0420 WFR 1 Artefact Scatter 
62-6-0424 Bemboka Peak Trail Isolated Artefact 
62-6-0391 Bemboka Peak Isolated Artefact 
62-6-0351 Niagara Lane 7 Artefact Scatter 
62-2-0282 Six Mile Creek;Tantawangalo Mountain; Isolated Artefact 
62-6-0359 Sams Corner Rd 6 Artefact Scatter 
62-6-0383 Yankees Gap Rd S2 Isolated Artefact 
62-6-0381 Yankees Gap Rd S4 Artefact Scatter 
62-6-0335 Tantawangalo Creek Rd 4 Artefact Scatter 
62-6-0396 PFR - 15 Isolated Artefact 
62-6-0418 WFR 3 Artefact Scatter 
62-6-0344 Kameruka Lane 8 Isolated Artefact 
62-6-0343 Kameruka Lane 9 Artefact Scatter 
62-6-0404 PFR 7 Isolated Artefact 
62-6-0392 Bemboka Peak Artefact Scatter 
62-6-0352 Niagara Lane 6 Artefact Scatter 
62-6-0384 Yankees Gap Rd S1 Artefact Scatter 
62-6-0375 Yankees Gap Rd S10 Isolated Artefact 
62-6-0390 PFR 18 Artefact Scatter 
62-6-0395 PFR - 16 Artefact Scatter 
62-6-0523 Kemps Lane 2 Artefact Scatter 
62-6-0339 Kameruka Lane 13 Artefact Scatter 
62-6-0402 PFR - 9 Artefact Scatter 
62-6-0385 West End Kameruka Rd 2 Isolated Artefact 
62-6-0356 Niagara Lane 2 Artefact Scatter 
62-2-0255 Postman's Track 7 Isolated Artefact 
62-6-0362 Sams Corner Rd 3 Isolated Artefact 
62-6-0360 Sams Corner Rd 5 Isolated Artefact 
62-6-0380 Yankees Gap Rd S5 Artefact Scatter 
62-6-0397 PFR - 14 Artefact Scatter 



Water and Sewer Services, Various Locations, Bega Valley Shire - Aboriginal Due Diligence Assessment 

 
32 

AHIMS # Site Name Site Type/Features 

62-6-0401 PFR - 10 Artefact Scatter 
62-6-0524 Kemps Lane 1 at Candelo Artefact Scatter 
62-6-0417 WFR 4 Artefact Scatter 
62-6-0454 Kameruka lane 2 Artefact Scatter 
62-6-0347 Kameruka Lane 5 Artefact Scatter 
62-6-0345 Kameruka Lane 7 Isolated Artefact 
62-6-0342 Kameruka Lane 10 Isolated Artefact 
62-6-0403 PFR - 8 Artefact Scatter 
62-6-0393 Bemboka Peak Isolated Artefact 
62-6-0582 NLBA 1/PAD 4 Isolated Artefact, PAD 
62-6-0355 Niagara Lane 3 Isolated Artefact 
62-6-0373 Yankees Gap Rd S12 Isolated Artefact 
62-6-0376 Yankees Gap Rd S9 Artefact Scatter 
62-6-0378 Yankees Gap Rd S8 Artefact Scatter 
62-6-0333 Tantawangalo Creek Rd 6 Artefact Scatter 
62-6-0387 PFR 21 Artefact Scatter 
62-6-0400 PFR - 11 Artefact Scatter 
62-6-0415 WFR 6 Artefact Scatter 
62-6-0348 Kameruka Lane 4 Artefact Scatter 
62-6-0341 Kameruka Lane 11 Artefact Scatter 
62-6-0407 PFR 4 Artefact Scatter 
62-6-0406 PFR 5 Artefact Scatter 
62-6-0353 Niagara Lane 5 Artefact Scatter 
62-2-0256 Postman's Track 7; Isolated Artefact 
62-2-0261 Postman's Fire Rd West 1-2; Artefact Scatter 
62-6-0336 Tantawangalo Creek Rd 3 Artefact Scatter 
62-6-0337 Tantawangalo Creek Rd 2 Isolated Artefact 
62-6-0338 Tantawangalo Creek Rd 1 Artefact Scatter 
62-6-0584 CLST 2 (Coronation Lane scarred tree 2) Modified Tree (Carved or Scarred) 
62-6-0412 WFR 9 Isolated Artefact 
62-6-0414 WFR 7 Artefact Scatter 
62-6-0419 WFR 2 Artefact Scatter 
62-6-0358 Niagara Lane B1 Artefact Scatter 
62-6-0408 PFR 3 Artefact Scatter 
62-6-0453 Bemboka Peak Trail North 1 Isolated Artefact 
62-6-0350 Niagara Lane 8 Isolated Artefact 
62-6-0354 Niagara Lane 4 Artefact Scatter 
62-6-0363 Sams Corner Rd 2 Isolated Artefact 
62-2-0294 Tantawangalo Creek 1 Isolated Artefact 
62-6-0361 Sams Corner Rd 4 Artefact Scatter 
62-6-0374 Yankees Gap Rd S11 Artefact Scatter 
62-6-0389 PFR 19 Isolated Artefact 
62-6-0394 PFR - 17 Artefact Scatter 
62-6-0781 Kameruka PAD 1 PAD 
62-6-0340 Kameruka Lane 12 Artefact Scatter 
62-6-0728 PFR IS01 Isolated Artefact 



Water and Sewer Services, Various Locations, Bega Valley Shire - Aboriginal Due Diligence Assessment 

 
33 

AHIMS # Site Name Site Type/Features 

62-6-0410 PFR - 1 Artefact Scatter 
62-6-0386 West End Kameruka Rd 1 Artefact Scatter 
62-6-0364 Sams Corner Rd 1 Artefact Scatter 
62-6-0382 Yankees Gap Rd S3 Artefact Scatter 
62-6-0379 Yankees Gap Rd S6 Artefact Scatter 
62-6-0332 Tantawangalo Creek 7 Isolated Artefact 
62-6-0334 Tantawangalo Creek Rd 5 Artefact Scatter 
62-6-0388 PFR 20 Isolated Artefact 
62-6-0399 PFR - 12 Isolated Artefact 
62-6-0726 BR IS01 Isolated Artefact 
62-6-0411 WFR - 10 Artefact Scatter 
62-6-0585 CLST 3 (Coronation Lane scarred tree 3) Modified Tree (Carved or Scarred) 
62-6-0413 WFR 8 Artefact Scatter 
62-6-0583 CLST 1 (Coronation Lane scarred tree 1) Modified Tree (Carved or Scarred) 
62-6-0725 BC AS01 Artefact Scatter 
62-6-0349 Kameruka Lane 3 Artefact Scatter 
62-6-0346 Kameruka Lane 6 Isolated Artefact 
62-6-0405 PFR 6 Isolated Artefact 
62-6-0422 BPFT - 3 Isolated Artefact 
62-6-0423 BPFT - 2 Isolated Artefact 
62-6-0646 Quira 1 - Scarred Tree Modified Tree (Carved or Scarred) 
62-6-0409 PFR - 2 Artefact Scatter 
62-6-0357 Niagara Lane 1 Artefact Scatter 
62-6-0727 NPR IS01 Isolated Artefact 
62-6-0377 Yankees Gap Rd S7 Artefact Scatter 
62-6-0398 PFR - 13 Artefact Scatter 

 

Table 5: Overview of previously recorded site types within the Bemboka AHIMS search 
areas. 

Site types Total 

Artefact Scatter 63 

Isolated Artefact 35 

Isolated Artefact, PAD 1 

Modified Tree (Carved or Scarred) 4 

PAD 1 
Total 104 
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Figure 16: Map of AHIMS sites around the Bemboka Reservoir activity area. 
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3.1.3 Bega area 

This section applies to the following activity area: 

 Bega SPS3 

 BegaSPS4 

 BegaSPS6 

Table 6 provides an overview of the previously recorded sites according to site types and 
features. Figure 17 shows the AHIMS sites in the Bega area, and the location of the activity 
areas. The vast majority of these sites are uninvestigated areas of PAD. Other sites include 
artefacts sites, four modified trees, four ceremonial sites and one Restricted site. Within 
the region (not shown on the maps) are three more modified trees, a ceremonial ring and 
one site containing shell midden, artefacts and a ceremonial ring (Error! Reference source 
not found.). Most of these sites are at a distance from each activity area, with the exception 
of an artefact scatter, a ceremonial site and a PAD (Figure 18) that are within 500m. 

Table 6: Summary of AHIMS search results for the Bega area 

AHIMS # Site Name Site Type/Features 

62-6-0697 Daisy Hill Rd SU1/L1 Artefact Scatter 
62-6-0760 PAD-1 PAD 
62-6-0761 PAD-2 PAD 
62-6-0713 Prospect St to Applegum Cl PAD (Bega Bypass) PAD 
62-6-0495 33 Girraween Cres. Bega (duplicate refer to 

62-6-0465) 
 Shell Midden, Artefact Scatter, 
Ceremonial Ring (Stone or Earth) 

62-6-0824 TM21-01 Artefact Scatter, PAD 
62-6-0639 South Bega Survey Unit 37, including site 

survey Unit 37/ Locale 1 
Artefact Scatter, PAD 

62-6-0538 Glen Mia (PAD 3) PAD 
62-6-0730 Tarraganda Farm Survey Unit 2 Artefact Scatter, PAD 
62-6-0733 Tarraganda Farm Survey Unit 7 Artefact Scatter, PAD 
62-6-0732 Tarraganda Farm Survey Unit 6 Artefact Scatter, PAD 
62-6-0734 Tarraganda Farm Survey Unit 10 Artefact Scatter, PAD 
62-6-0618 South Bega - Survey Unit 2 PAD 
62-6-0776 South East Regionsl Hospital Artefact Scatter 
62-6-0673 Thornhill Road Survey Unit 1/Locale 1 Isolated Artefact 
62-6-0051 Bega Bega Golf Links canoe tree Modified Tree (Carved or Scarred) 
62-6-0054 Bega;West Bega; Ceremonial Ring (Stone or Earth) 
62-6-0763 PAD-4 PAD 
62-6-0645 South Bega - Survey Unit 46, including site 

Survey Unit 46 / Locale 1 
Isolated Artefact 

62-6-0055 Black Range Ceremonial Grnd; Ceremonial Ring (Stone or Earth)  
62-6-0641 South Bega - Survey Unit 40, including site 

Survey Unit 40 / Locale 1 
Artefact Scatter, PAD 

62-6-0633 South Bega - Survey Unit 26 PAD 
62-6-0635 South Bega - Survey Unit 31 PAD 
62-6-0731 Tarraganda Farm Survey Unit 3 Artefact Scatter, PAD 
62-6-0724 Jerang SU5/ L1 Isolated Artefact 
62-6-0622 South Bega - Survey Unit 6/Locale 2 Isolated Artefact 
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AHIMS # Site Name Site Type/Features 

62-6-0715 Sediment Control PAD (Bega Bypass) PAD 
62-6-0638 South Bega - Survey Unit 36 PAD 
62-6-0636 South Bega - Survey Unit 33, Including sites 

Survey Unit 33 / Locale 2 & Survey Unit 33/ 
locale 3 

Artefact Scatter, PAD 

62-6-0779 2TR Bega PAD01 PAD 
62-6-0778 TR Bega PAD01 PAD 
62-6-0707 Jerang SU5/L1 Isolated Artefact 
62-6-0625 South Bega - Survey Unit 9 PAD 
62-6-0723 Jerang SU8/ L1 Isolated Artefact 
62-5-0007 Bega; Modified Tree (Carved or Scarred) 
62-6-0643 South Bega - Survey Unit 42 PAD 
62-6-0089 Betunga Swamp; Artefact Scatter 
62-6-0620 South Bega - Survey Unit 5 PAD 
62-6-0708 Jerang SU8/L1 Isolated Artefact 
62-6-0050 Jellat South Ceremonial Ring (Stone or Earth) 
62-6-0033 Bega-Goalen pt; Modified Tree (Carved or Scarred) 
62-6-0682 Warragarburra Modified Tree (Carved or Scarred) 
62-6-0011 Bega Bora Ground Ceremonial Ring (Stone or Earth)  
62-6-0762 PAD-3 PAD 
62-6-0477 BHS1 Artefact Scatter 
62-6-0714 Applegum Cl to Reservoirs PAD (Bega Bypass) PAD 
62-6-0648 South Bega - Survey Unit 52, including site 

Survey Unit 52 / Locale 1 
Isolated Artefact 

62-6-0640 South Bega Survey Unit 39 PAD 
62-6-0650 South Bega - Survey Unit 58 PAD 
62-6-0536 Glen Mia Pad 1 Artefact Scatter, PAD 
62-6-0631 South Bega - Survey Unit 23 PAD 
62-6-0517 GMST2 Modified Tree (Carved or Scarred) 
62-6-0630 South Bega - Survey Unit 18 PAD 
62-6-0617 South Bega - Survey Unit 1 PAD 
62-6-0621 South Bega - Survey Unit 6/Locale 1 Isolated Artefact 
62-6-0624 South Bega - Survey Unit 8 PAD 
62-6-0672 Thornhill Road Survey Unit 5/Locale 1 Isolated Artefact 
62-6-0052 Bega Bega Golf Links Modified Tree (Carved or Scarred) 
62-6-0712 Rawlinson St to Prospect St PAD (Bega Bypass) PAD 
62-6-0465 33 Girrween Crescent, Bega, same as 62-6-

0495 
Artefact Scatter, Ceremonial Ring 
(Stone or Earth) 

62-6-0647 South Bega - Survey Unit 47 PAD 
62-6-0764 PAD-5 PAD 
62-6-0642 South Bega - Survey Unit 41 PAD 
62-6-0637 South Bega - Survey Unit 35 PAD 
62-6-0537 Glen Mia (PAD 2) PAD 
62-6-0539 Glen Mia (PAD 4) PAD 
62-6-0627 South Bega - Survey Unit 12 PAD 
62-6-0626 South Bega - Survey Unit 10 PAD 
62-6-0623 South Bega - Survey Unit 7 PAD 
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AHIMS # Site Name Site Type/Features 

62-6-0649 South Bega - Survey Unit 56 PAD 
62-6-0634 South Bega - Survey Unit 30, including site 

Survey Unit 30/Locale 1 
Artefact Scatter, PAD 

62-6-0053 Coridgeree ceremonial ground Ceremonial Ring (Stone or Earth) 
62-6-0516 GMST1 Modified Tree (Carved or Scarred)  
62-6-0683 Restriction applied. Please contact 

ahims@environment.nsw.gov.au. 
Restricted 

62-6-0703 Reedy Swamp SU1 Artefact Scatter 
62-6-0629 South Bega - Survey Unit 17 PAD 
62-6-0628 South Bega - Survey Unit 16 PAD 
62-6-0619 South Bega - Survey Unit 4 PAD 
62-6-0674 Thornhill Road Survey Unit 4 /Locale 1 Isolated Artefact 
62-6-0711 High St to Rawlinson St PAD (Bega Bypass) PAD 
62-6-0847 East Street IF01 Artefact Scatter 
62-6-0644 South Bega - Survey Unit 43 PAD 

 

Error! Reference source not found. Overview of previously recorded site types within the 
Bega AHIMS search area. Note: eighty-two (82) sites are registered, but AHIMS states 
that one of them is a duplicate record, so it has been removed. 

Site types Total 

Shell Midden, Artefact Scatter, Ceremonial Ring (Stone or Earth) 1 

Artefact Scatter 6 

Artefact Scatter, PAD 11 

Ceremonial Ring (Stone or Earth) 5 

Isolated Artefact 11 

Modified Tree (Carved or Scarred) 7 

PAD 39 

Restricted 1 
Total 81 

 



Water and Sewer Services, Various Locations, Bega Valley Shire - Aboriginal Due Diligence Assessment 

 
38 

 

Figure 17: Map of AHIMS sites around Bega area - regional overview. 
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Figure 18: Map of AHIMS sites around Bega SPS3 and SPS6 - local view. N.B. there are no 
AHIMS sites within close proximity to SPS4. 



Water and Sewer Services, Various Locations, Bega Valley Shire - Aboriginal Due Diligence Assessment 

 
40 

3.1.3.1 AHIMS sites in or within 50m of Bega SPS3 

No AHIMS sites are registered as being in or within 50m of Bega SPS3. The only sites within 
approximately 1.5km are two PADs and an artefact scatter (Figure 18). 

3.1.3.2 AHIMS sites in or within 50m of Bega SPS4 

No AHIMS sites are registered as being in or within 50m of Bega SPS4. The nearest AHIMS 
sites to the activity area are PADs more than 1km away. 

3.1.3.3 AHIMS sites in or within 50m of Bega SPS6 

No AHIMS sites are registered as being in or within 50m of Bega SPS6. The only sites within 
approximately 1.5km are two PADs and an artefact scatter (Figure 18). 

3.1.4 Tathra area 

This section applies to the following activity area: 

 Tathra STP 

Table 7 provides an overview of the previously recorded sites according to site types and 
features. Most of the AHIMS sites are clustered around Tathra River Estate. This is likely 
due to the many archaeological investigations that have been undertaken in that location, 
compared to the surrounding area. Sites in the Tathra region include primarily artefact sites 
and PADs. Seven shell middens are also present, mostly along the coast, and one burial is 
registered on a headland (Figure 19). Within the wider region (not mapped) are two 
modified trees and a resource gathering site (  



Water and Sewer Services, Various Locations, Bega Valley Shire - Aboriginal Due Diligence Assessment 

 
41 

Table 8). By far the most common site type (c. 80%) in the area are artefact scatters which 
may indicate an abundance of raw material sources. 

There are two previously recorded sites within the activity area (Figure 20) which are an 
artefact scatter and an artefact scatter with PAD. There is also a PAD within 10m of the 
activity area as well as a number of artefact scatters and artefact scatter with PAD within 
300m of the activity area. 

Table 7: Summary of AHIMS search results for Tathra area 

AHIMS # Site Name Site Type/Features 

62-6-0805 Tathra River Estate - SU9 Isolated Artefact 
62-2-0198 TRE 7; Artefact Scatter 
62-6-0204 TRE-13; Artefact Scatter 
62-2-0202 TRE 11; Artefact Scatter 
62-6-0604 Tathra River Estate - Survey Unit 64 Isolated Artefact, PAD 
62-6-0504 Tathra Reservoir Artefact Scatter 
62-6-0791 TFR2 Isolated Artefact 
62-6-0838 Kangarutha Track IF Site 6 Artefact Scatter 
62-6-0750 Tathra River Estate Survey Unit 46 (SU46) Artefact Scatter 
62-6-0561 BD17 Artefact Scatter 
62-6-0497 White Rock fire trail Modified Tree (Carved or Scarred) 
62-2-0206 TRE 15; Artefact Scatter 
62-6-0198 TRE-7; Artefact Scatter 
62-6-0603 Tathra River Estate - Survey Unit 63 Artefact Scatter, PAD 
62-6-0599 Tathra River Estate - Survey Unit 53 PAD 
62-6-0150 Games Bay 2;Turingal Head 4; Shell Midden, Artefact Scatter 
62-6-0843 Kangarutha Track AFT Site1 Artefact Scatter 
62-6-0792 Tathra Repatriation Burial 
62-2-0211 TRE 20; Artefact Scatter 
62-6-0740 Tathra River Estate - Survey Unit 15 (SU15) Artefact Scatter 
62-2-0204 TRE 13; Artefact Scatter 
62-6-0300 BNP JT 19;Bournda National Park; Artefact Scatter 
62-6-0799 TATHRA BEACH MOTOR VILLAGE 1 Isolated Artefact 
62-6-0835 Kangarutha Track AFT Site 11 Artefact Scatter 
62-6-0743 Tathra River Estate - Survey Unit 45 (SU45) Artefact Scatter 
62-6-0748 Tathra River Estate - Survey Unit 61 (SU61) Isolated Artefact 
62-6-0744 Tathra River Estate - Survey Unit 52 (SU52) Isolated Artefact 
62-6-0747 Tathra River Estate - Survey Unit 60 (SU60) Isolated Artefact 
62-6-0605 Tathra River Estate - Survey Unit 65 Artefact Scatter, PAD 
62-6-0498 Bournda park Modified Tree (Carved or Scarred) 
62-6-0299 BNP JT 21;Bournda National Park; Artefact Scatter 
62-6-0206 TRE-15; Artefact Scatter 
62-6-0203 TRE-12; Artefact Scatter 
62-2-0203 TRE 12; Artefact Scatter 
62-6-0607 Tathra River Estate - Survey Unit 67 Artefact Scatter, PAD 
62-6-0223 BNP JT 19; Artefact Scatter 
62-6-0614 Tathra River Estate - Survey Unit 77 Artefact Scatter, PAD 
62-6-0615 Tathra River Estate - Survey Unit 78 Artefact Scatter, PAD 
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AHIMS # Site Name Site Type/Features 

62-6-0326 TA-OS-1 Artefact Scatter 
62-6-0258 BNP JT 18; Artefact Scatter 
62-6-0839 Kangarutha Track IF Site 5 Artefact Scatter 
62-6-0306 White Rock Quarry 2 Artefact Scatter 
62-6-0305 White Rock Quarry 1 Artefact Scatter 
62-6-0153 Kianinny Bay;Wild Horse Bay 2; Shell Midden, Artefact Scatter 
62-6-0609 Tathra River Estate - Survey Unit 69 Artefact Scatter, PAD 
62-6-0207 TRE-16; Artefact Scatter 
62-6-0205 TRE-14; Artefact Scatter 
62-2-0205 TRE 14; Artefact Scatter 
62-2-0192 TRE 1; Artefact Scatter 
62-6-0501 White Rock fire trail/rd Shell Midden 
62-6-0741 Tathra River Estate - Survey Unit 21 (SU21) Isolated Artefact 
62-6-0595 Tathra River Estate - Survey Unit 42 PAD 
62-6-0201 Tre-10; Artefact Scatter 
62-6-0601 Tathra River Estate - Survey Unit 56 Artefact Scatter, PAD 
62-6-0602 Tathra River Estate - Survey Unit 62 Artefact Scatter, PAD 
62-6-0606 Tathra River Estate - Survey Unit 66 Artefact Scatter, PAD 
62-6-0616 Tathra River Estate - Survey Unit 79 PAD 
62-6-0514 Whiterock fire trail 4 Artefact Scatter 
62-6-0151 Kangarutha Pt 1;White Rock; Artefact Scatter 
62-6-0018 Kianinny;Tathra; Shell Midden, Artefact Scatter 
44-6-0123 TFR1 Artefact Scatter 
62-2-0199 TRE 8; Artefact Scatter 
62-2-0194 TRE 3; Artefact Scatter 
62-6-0596 Tathra River Estate - Survey Unit 43 PAD 
62-2-0201 TRE 10; Artefact Scatter 
62-6-0600 Tathra River Estate - Survey Unit 54 Artefact Scatter, PAD 
62-6-0202 TRE-11; Artefact Scatter 
62-6-0613 Tathra River Estate - Survey Unit 76 Artefact Scatter, PAD 
62-6-0798 COHENS LAKE 1 Isolated Artefact, PAD, Aboriginal 

Resource and Gathering 
62-6-0745 Tathra River Estate - Survey Unit 57 (SU57) Isolated Artefact 
62-6-0511 White Rock fire trail 3 Artefact Scatter 
62-6-0608 Tathra River Estate - Survey Unit 68 Artefact Scatter, PAD 
62-2-0212 TRE 21; Shell Midden, Artefact Scatter 
62-6-0589 Tathra River Estate - Survey Unit 16 (SU16) PAD 
62-6-0224 BNP JT 21; Artefact Scatter 
62-6-0499 Restriction applied. Please contact 

ahims@environment.nsw.gov.au. 
Restricted 

62-6-0190 BNPJT 20; Artefact Scatter 
62-6-0512 Whiterock f.trail Artefact Scatter 
62-6-0503 Boulder Bay fire trail Artefact Scatter 
62-6-0840 Kangarutha Track AFT Site 4 Artefact Scatter 
62-6-0094 Kianinny;Tathra; Shell Midden, Artefact Scatter 
62-6-0152 Kangarutha Pt 2;Wild Horse Bay 1; Shell Midden, Artefact Scatter 
62-6-0095 Kianinny;Tathra; Shell Midden, Artefact Scatter 
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AHIMS # Site Name Site Type/Features 

62-6-0749 Tathra River Estate - Survey Unit 73 (SU73) Isolated Artefact 
62-6-0199 TRE-8; Artefact Scatter 
62-6-0211 TRE 20; Artefact Scatter 
62-6-0683 Restriction applied. Please contact 

ahims@environment.nsw.gov.au. 
Restricted 

62-6-0479 Tathra reservoir 1 Artefact Scatter 
62-6-0502 White Rock fire trail /rd Artefact Scatter 
62-6-0194 TRE-3; Artefact Scatter 
62-6-0742 Tathra River Estate - Survey Unit 22 (SU22) Isolated Artefact 
62-6-0594 Tathra River Estate - Survey Unit 41 Artefact Scatter, PAD 
62-6-0746 Tathra River Estate - Survey Unit 59 (SU59) Artefact Scatter 
62-6-0257 BNP BE 18; Artefact Scatter 
62-6-0307 White Rock Quarry 3 Artefact Scatter 
62-6-0845 Kangarutha Track AFT Site 10 Artefact Scatter 
62-6-0276 BNP BE 2;Bournda National Park; Artefact Scatter 
62-6-0841 Kangarutha Track AFT Site 3 Artefact Scatter 
62-6-0842 Kangarutha Track IF Site 2 Artefact Scatter 
62-6-0611 Tathra River Estate - Survey Unit 71 Artefact Scatter, PAD 
62-6-0610 Tathra River Estate - Survey Unit 70 Artefact Scatter, PAD 
62-6-0612 Tathra River Estate - Survey Unit 72 Isolated Artefact, PAD 
62-2-0207 TRE 16; Artefact Scatter 
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Table 8: Overview of previously recorded site types within the Tathra AHIMS search area 

Site types Total 

Artefact Scatter 57 

Artefact Scatter, PAD 15 

Isolated Artefact 10 

Shell Midden, Artefact Scatter 7 

PAD 5 

Isolated Artefact, PAD 2 

Modified Tree (Carved or Scarred) 2 

Burial 1 

Isolated Artefact, PAD, Aboriginal Resource and Gathering 1 

Shell Midden 1 

Restricted 2 
Total  103 
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Figure 19: Map of AHIMS sites around the Tathra area - regional overview. 
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Figure 20: Map of AHIMS sites around Tathra STP - local view. 
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3.1.4.1 AHIMS sites in or within 50m of Tathra STP 

Two AHIMS sites have registered locations within the Tathra STP activity area, and one is 
within 50m (Figure 20).  

3.1.4.1.1 1. AHIMS Site 62-6-0326 

This site is registered as an artefact scatter (Table 7); the site card describes it as a midden 
with artefacts. The coordinates place it in the southeastern corner of the activity area. 
According to the site card map, the whole of the site is actually located to the east of the 
recorded coordinates, outside the activity area. The site card describes the context of the 
site as a ridgetop in a gravelly quarry. At the time of recording in 1997, the condition was 
described as highly disturbed. Salvage of the surface artefacts was recommended; no 
Aboriginal impact permit had yet been issued.  

3.1.4.1.2 2. AHIMS Site 62-6-0615 

This site is an artefact scatter with PAD (  
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Table 8); its coordinates are located just inside the southern boundary of the activity area. 
The description in the site card places the extent of the site some 30 to 50m outside the 
activity area. Two AHIPS have been issued for this site: 2394 and 2395. 

3.1.4.1.3 3. AHIMS Site 62-6-0616 

This site is a PAD with a registered location approximately 30m east of the activity area. The 
full extent of the PAD appears to be located actually just south of the activity area (AHIMS 
62-6-0616 site card, Dibden 2005a: 41) It is also included on AHIP’s 2394 and 2395. 

3.1.5 Wolumla area 

This section applies to the following activity areas: 

 Wolumla Booster PS 

 CWF—Organics Processing 

 Proposed Yellow Pinch WTP 

Table 9 provides an overview of the previously recorded sites according to site types and 
features. Figure 21Figure 22Figure 23 show the mapping of the sites near the activity 
areas. There are few AHIMS sites in the Wolumla area. Those sites that have been 
recorded comprise artefact sites, PADs, a ceremonial site and two modified trees (Figure 
21). Ten Restricted sites are also registered (  
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Table 10).  

Table 9: Summary of AHIMS search results for Wolumla area 

AHIMS # Site Name Site Type/Features 

62-6-0530 Restriction applied. Please contact 
ahims@environment.nsw.gov.au. 

Restricted 

62-6-0818 Wolumla Gold Field 1 (WGF 1) Artefact Scatter 
62-6-0685 Mine Lane Survey Unit 14 /Locale 1 Artefact Scatter 
62-6-0569 Yellow Pinch Site 1 Artefact Scatter 
62-6-0528 Restriction applied. Please contact 

ahims@environment.nsw.gov.au. 
Restricted 

62-6-0717 Restriction applied. Please contact 
ahims@environment.nsw.gov.au. 

Restricted 

62-6-0665 FROGS HOLLOW - SU5/L1 Artefact Scatter 
62-6-0091 Frogs Hollow 2;Canoe Tree;Bega; Modified Tree (Carved or Scarred) 
62-6-0758 Old Mill Road 2 - Wolumla Artefact Scatter 
62-6-0709 Frogs Hollow SU172/L1 Artefact Scatter 
62-6-0757 Old Mill Road 1- Wolumla Artefact Scatter 
62-6-0529 Restriction applied. Please contact 

ahims@environment.nsw.gov.au. 
Restricted 

62-6-0532 Restriction applied. Please contact 
ahims@environment.nsw.gov.au. 

Restricted 

62-6-0526 Restriction applied. Please contact 
ahims@environment.nsw.gov.au. 

Restricted 

62-6-0737 Mine Lane Survey Unit 14 Artefact Scatter, PAD 
62-6-0663 FROGS HOLLOW - SU16/L2 Isolated Artefact 
62-6-0819 Wolumla Gold Field 2 (WGF 2) Artefact Scatter 
62-6-0669 Mine Lane Survey Unit 9 PAD 
62-6-0086 Frogs Hollow 1;Frogs Hollow;Bega; Artefact Scatter 
62-6-0543 Wolumla 1 Artefact Scatter 
62-6-0719 Frogs Hollow SU172/L1 2 Artefact Scatter 
62-6-0662 Mine Lane Survey Unit 14/Locale 2 Artefact Scatter 
62-6-0664 FROGS HOLLOW - SU16/L1 Artefact Scatter 
62-6-0670 Mine Lane Survey Unit 15 PAD 
62-6-0716 Restriction applied. Please contact 

ahims@environment.nsw.gov.au. 
Restricted 

62-6-0821 Wolumla Gold Field 4 (WGF 4) Artefact Scatter 
62-6-0702 Wolumla SU35/L1 Isolated Artefact 
62-6-0759 Old Mill Road 3 - Wolumla Modified Tree (Carved or Scarred) 
62-6-0658 Restriction applied. Please contact 

ahims@environment.nsw.gov.au. 
Restricted 

62-6-0525 Restriction applied. Please contact 
ahims@environment.nsw.gov.au. 

Restricted 

62-6-0671 Mine Lane Survey Unit 16 PAD 
62-6-0666 FROGS HOLLOW - SU4/L1 Isolated Artefact 
62-6-0059 Frogs Hollow (Princess Hwy) Ceremonial Ring (Stone or Earth) 
62-6-0527 Restriction applied. Please contact 

ahims@environment.nsw.gov.au. 
Restricted 

62-6-0820 Wolumla Gold Field 3 (WGF 3) Artefact Scatter 
62-6-0833 Mine Lane Survey Unit 13 Artefact Scatter 
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AHIMS # Site Name Site Type/Features 

62-6-0675 Mine Lane Survey Unit 9/Locale 1 Isolated Artefact 
62-6-0721 frogs Hollow SU172/L1-a Isolated Artefact 
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Table 10: Overview of previously recorded site types within the Wolumla AHIMS search 
area 

Site types Total 

Artefact Scatter 16 

Isolated Artefact 5 

PAD 3 

Modified Tree (Carved or Scarred) 2 

Artefact Scatter, PAD 1 

Ceremonial Ring (Stone or Earth) 1 

Restricted 10 
Total 38 

 

3.1.5.1 AHIMS sites in or within 50m of Wolumla Booster PS 

No AHIMS sites are registered as being in or within 50m of the Wolumla Booster PS activity 
area. There are no AHIMS sites within 2km of the activity area (Figure 21). 

3.1.5.2 AHIMS sites in or within 50m of CWF Frogs Hollow—organics 

No AHIMS sites are registered as being in or within 50m of CWF Frogs Hollow—organics. 
The nearest AHIMS sites are several kilometres away, and consist of artefact sites and a 
ceremonial site. 

3.1.5.3 AHIMS sites in or within 50m of proposed Yellow Pinch WTP 

No AHIMS sites are registered as being in or within 50m of proposed Yellow Pinch WTP. 
The nearest AHIMS site is an isolated artefact approximately 2km to the northwest (Figure 
23). 
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Figure 21: Map of AHIMS sites around Wolumla area - regional view. 
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Figure 22: Map of AHIMS sites around CFW - organics processing - local view. 
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Figure 23: Map of AHIMS sites around proposed Yellow Pinch WTP area. 
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3.1.6 Merimbula area 

This section applies to the following activity area: 

 Merimbula STP 

Table 11 provides an overview of the previously recorded sites according to site types and 
features. A total of 106 AHIMS sites were encompassed by the AHIMS search ( 
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Table 12). The sites are concentrated around waterways and roads, reflecting both the 
archaeological sensitivity of the environment and the most developed areas (which have 
been subject to archaeological investigation as a result). The majority of the sites are 
artefacts and shell middens. The shell middens are particularly concentrated around 
waterways and the coast (Figure 24). Other sites present in the region are: three (3) 
modified trees and two (2) burials. 

Sites within 550m of the activity areas consist of five (5) artefact scatters/PADs, two (2) 
shell middens, one (1) modified tree and one (1) burial. The burial (AHIMS Site 62-6-0173—
Merimbula treatment works) was identified within the Merimbula STP complex. However, 
the map on the site card clearly places the site location on the other side of Arthur Kaine 
Drive, approximately 350m outside the activity area. 

Table 11: Summary of AHIMS search results for Merimbula area 

AHIMS # Site Name Site Type/Features 

62-6-0691 Robyns Nest 2 (RN2) Pambula Shell Midden, Artefact Scatter, PAD 
62-6-0693 Robyns Nest 4 (RN4) Pambula Artefact Scatter, PAD 
62-6-0632 Merimbula Cove 6/C Isolated Artefact 
62-6-0784 Merimbula Boardwalk 2 Shell Midden (Closed site) 
62-6-0133 Merimbula Bay Artefact Scatter 
62-6-0173 Merimbula treatment works Burial 
62-6-0178 Milligandi 2; Artefact Scatter 
62-6-0175 Milligandi 5; Artefact Scatter 
62-6-0540 Bar Beach 1 Shell Midden 
62-6-0684 No. 2 Marine Parade Artefact Scatter 
62-6-0567 Mirador Site 1 Artefact Scatter 
62-6-0787 Merimbula SP SAL16 Isolated Artefact 
62-6-0677 Merimbula Headland 1 Shell Midden 
62-6-0135 Merimbula Heights Estate MHE8 Merimbula Shell Midden, Artefact Scatter 
62-6-0134 Merimbula Heights Estate MHE7 Merimbula Shell Midden, Artefact Scatter 
62-6-0475 Merimbula Crown Lands Sandpit Modified Tree (Carved or Scarred) 
62-6-0809 Merimbula STP OAS1 Artefact Scatter, PAD 
62-6-0810 Merimbula STP IA1 Artefact Scatter 
62-6-0179 Milligandi 1; Artefact Scatter 
62-6-0570 Driftwood Survey Unit 1/Locale 1 Artefact Scatter 
62-6-0192 Merimbulla Beach 1;MB1; Shell Midden, Artefact Scatter 
62-6-0800 LAKE STREET - ARTEFACTS 1 Isolated Artefact 
62-6-0755 Bar Beach PAD PAD 
62-6-0654 Merimbula Beach Street Site 1 Shell Midden, Artefact Scatter, PAD 
62-6-0017 Merimbula Point; Shell Midden, Artefact Scatter 
62-6-0191 PAMBULA 8824-2-5; Artefact Scatter 
62-6-0692 Robyns Nest 3 (RN3) Pambula Artefact Scatter, PAD 
62-6-0470 Merimbula Cove 10/B, 10/C Shell Midden, Artefact Scatter (Closed 

site) 
62-6-0471 Merimbula Cove 12/A Isolated Artefact 
62-6-0534 Merimbula Cove 6/B Isolated Artefact 
62-6-0535 Merimbula Cove 7/A Shell Midden, Artefact Scatter 
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AHIMS # Site Name Site Type/Features 

62-6-0472 Merimbula Cove 3 Shell Midden, Art (Pigment or 
Engraved) 

62-6-0137 Merimbula Heights Estate MHE10 Merimbula Shell Midden, Artefact Scatter 
62-6-0814 Merimbula Airport access track Artefact Scatter 
62-6-0100 Merimbula Lake 3 Shell Midden, Artefact Scatter 
62-6-0832 Merimbula Airport Midden with Artefacts 7 Shell Midden, Artefact Scatter 
62-6-0576 Driftwood Survey Unit 3/Locale 1 Isolated Artefact 
62-6-0652 Driftwood Survey Unit 5 (SU5) PAD 
62-6-0817 Merimbula Airport Midden with Artefacts 6 Shell Midden, Artefact Scatter 
62-6-0797 Merimbula Airport Midden with Artefacts 1 Shell Midden, Artefact Scatter 
62-6-0686 Main Street 1 Shell Midden, Artefact Scatter 
62-6-0515 Merimbula Public School Shell Midden, Artefact Scatter 
62-6-0541 Tura Beach 1 (TB 1) Artefact Scatter 
62-6-0138 Merimbula Heights Estate MHE11 Merimbula Shell Midden, Artefact Scatter 
62-6-0139 Merimbula Heights Estate MHE12 Merimbula Shell Midden, Artefact Scatter 
62-6-0474 Merimbula Cove 1 Shell Midden, Artefact Scatter 
62-6-0812 Merimbula STP SM1 Shell Midden 
62-6-0177 Milligandi 3; Artefact Scatter 
62-6-0174 Milligandi 6; Artefact Scatter 
62-6-0572 Driftwood Survey Unit 1/Locale 3 Isolated Artefact 
62-6-0651 Driftwood Survey Unit 1 (SU1) Artefact Scatter, PAD 
62-6-0573 Driftwood Survey Unit 1/Locale 4 Isolated Artefact 
62-6-0796 Merimbula Airport Midden with Artefacts 2 Shell Midden, Artefact Scatter 
62-6-0496 Bar Beach Rd Shell Midden 
62-6-0040 Back Lagoon;Short Point; Shell Midden, Artefact Scatter 
62-6-0690 Robyns Nest 1 (RN1) Pambula Shell Midden, PAD 
62-6-0473 Merimbula Cove 2 Shell Midden, Artefact Scatter 
62-6-0142 Merimbula Heights Estate MHE15 Merimbula Shell Midden, Artefact Scatter 
62-6-0154 Merimbula;Site 1; Artefact Scatter 
62-6-0176 Milligandi 4; Artefact Scatter 
62-6-0577 Driftwood - Possible Scarred Tree Modified Tree (Carved or Scarred) 
62-6-0093 Merimbula Lake; Shell Midden, Artefact Scatter 
62-6-0575 Driftwood Survey Unit 1/Locale 6 Isolated Artefact 
62-6-0653 Driftwood Survey Unit 6 (SU6) PAD 
62-6-0097 Merimbula Lake 1; Shell Midden, Artefact Scatter 
62-6-0786 Bar Beach 2 Shell Midden 
62-6-0544 Burial, Merimbula Burial 
62-2-0014 Merimbula Creek;Merimbula; Shell Midden, Burial, Artefact Scatter 
62-6-0676 Merimbula Point 2 Isolated Artefact 
62-6-0469 Merimbula Cove 11/A Shell Midden, Artefact Scatter 
62-6-0533 Merimbula Cove 6/A Shell Midden 
62-6-0785 Merimbula Boardwalk 3 Shell Midden 
62-6-0136 Merimbula Heights Estate MHE9 Merimbula Shell Midden, Artefact Scatter 
62-6-0141 Merimbula Heights Estate MHE14 Merimbula Shell Midden, Artefact Scatter 
62-6-0099 Merimbula Lake 4; Shell Midden, Artefact Scatter 
62-6-0789 Bimbimbie IF 1 Artefact Scatter 
62-6-0193 Merimbulla Beach 2;MB2; Modified Tree (Carved or Scarred) 
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AHIMS # Site Name Site Type/Features 

62-6-0794 Merimbula Airport Midden with Artefacts 4 Shell Midden, Artefact Scatter 
62-6-0783 Merimbula Boardwalk 1 Shell Midden 
62-6-0522 Main Street Aboriginal Midden Shell Midden 
62-6-0039 Short Point;Back Lagoon; Shell Midden, Artefact Scatter 
62-6-0041 Merimbula Point; Shell Midden, Artefact Scatter 
62-6-0816 Merimbula Airport Midden with Artefacts 5 Shell Midden, Artefact Scatter, Non-

Human Bone and Organic Material 
62-6-0140 Merimbula Heights Estate MHE13 Merimbula Artefact Scatter 
62-6-0811 Merimbula STP SM2 Shell Midden, Artefact Scatter 
62-6-0689 Dry Cleaners Artefact Scatter 
62-6-0795 Merimbula Airport Midden with Artefacts 3 Shell Midden, Artefact Scatter 
62-6-0462 GA 1 Artefact Scatter 
56-6-0333 GA1 Artefact Scatter 
62-6-0301 Lot 15/4 Artefact Scatter 
62-6-0500 Rotary Park Shell Midden, Artefact Scatter, 

Modified Tree (Carved or Scarred) 
62-6-0678 Merimbula Headland 3 Isolated Artefact 
62-6-0464 RFA4 Artefact Scatter 
62-6-0694 Robyns Nest 5 (RN5) Pambula / Merimbula 

Cove (MC) 10/A 
Shell Midden 

62-6-0695 Robyns Nest 6 (RN6) Pambula Shell Midden 
62-6-0782 Merimbula boardwalk 4 Artefact Scatter 
62-6-0813 Merimbula Airport Runway Artefact Scatter 
62-6-0788 Arthur Kaine Scatter Artefact Scatter 
62-6-0846 Merimbula Airport salvaged relocation site 1 Artefact Scatter 
62-6-0571 Driftwood Survey Unit 1/Locale 2 Artefact Scatter 
62-6-0574 Driftwood Survey Unit 1/Locale 5 Artefact Scatter 
62-6-0834 AKD locale 1 Artefact Scatter 
62-6-0542 Merimbula Lake Midden - Fishpen Shell Midden, Burial 
62-6-0001 Merimbula Lake Main St Shell Midden, Burial 
62-6-0312 Lot 15/4 Artefact Scatter 
62-6-0302 Back Lagoon 1 Artefact Scatter 

 

  



Water and Sewer Services, Various Locations, Bega Valley Shire - Aboriginal Due Diligence Assessment 

 
59 

Table 12: Overview of previously recorded site types within the Merimbula AHIMS search 
area 

Site types Total 

Artefact Scatter 31 

Shell Midden, Artefact Scatter 30 

Isolated Artefact 11 

Shell Midden 11 

Artefact Scatter, PAD 4 

Modified Tree (Carved or Scarred) 3 

PAD 3 

Burial 2 

Shell Midden, Artefact Scatter, PAD 2 

Shell Midden, Burial 2 

Shell Midden (Closed site) 1 

Shell Midden, Art (Pigment or Engraved) 1 

Shell Midden, Artefact Scatter (Closed site) 1 

Shell Midden, Artefact Scatter, Modified Tree (Carved or Scarred) 1 

Shell Midden, Artefact Scatter, Non-Human Bone and Organic Material 1 

Shell Midden, Burial, Artefact Scatter 1 

Shell Midden, PAD 1 

Total  106 

 

3.1.6.1 AHIMS sites in or within 50m of Merimbula STP 

No AHIMS sites are registered as being in or within 50m of the Merimbula STP activity area. 
The nearest site is an isolated artefact approximately 60m to the east of the activity area 
Figure 25).  
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Figure 24: Map of AHIMS sites around Merimbula STP area - regional overview. 
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Figure 25: Map of AHIMS sites around Merimbula STP area - local view. 
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3.1.7 Eden area 

This section applies to the following activity area: 

 North Eden Reservoir 

Table 13 provides an overview of the previously recorded sites according to site types and 
features. The AHIMS sites in the region are clustered around the coast and the residential 
area in the north (Figure 24). The coastal sites comprise primarily shell midden with a few 
artefact sites. The remaining sites are burials and grinding grooves (Table 14). 

Table 13: Summary of AHIMS search results for Eden area 

AHIMS # Site Name Site Type/Features 

63-3-0245 EC5 - Eden Cove 5 Artefact Scatter 
63-3-0244 EC4 - Eden Cove 4 Artefact Scatter 
63-3-0243 EC3 - Eden Cove 3 Isolated Artefact 
63-3-0252 ECPAD3 - Eden Cove PAD 3 PAD 
63-3-0275 Restriction applied. Please contact 

ahims@environment.nsw.gov.au. 
Restricted 

63-3-0257 Cattle Bay 1 Artefact Scatter 
63-3-0094 Shark Head 1; Shell Midden, Artefact Scatter 
62-3-0505 Eden Tennis Court Artefact Scatter, PAD, Burial 
63-3-0351 2a Yule St Shell Midden, Artefact Scatter, PAD 
63-3-0282 Restriction applied. Please contact 

ahims@environment.nsw.gov.au. 
Restricted 

63-3-0029 Twofold Bay;Cocora Beach; Shell Midden, Artefact Scatter 
63-3-0087 North Aslings Beach;Ben Boyd National Park; Shell Midden, Artefact Scatter 
63-3-0059 Snug Cove Shell Middeny Beach Shell Midden, Artefact Scatter 
63-3-0248 EC8 - Eden Cove Artefact Scatter 
63-3-0095 Restriction applied. Please contact 

ahims@environment.nsw.gov.au. 
Restricted 

63-3-0086 Cocora Beach; Shell Midden, Artefact Scatter 
63-3-0242 EC1 - Eden Cove 1 Artefact Scatter 
63-3-0280 Restriction applied. Please contact 

ahims@environment.nsw.gov.au. 
Restricted 

63-3-0281 Restriction applied. Please contact 
ahims@environment.nsw.gov.au. 

Restricted 

63-3-0247 EC7 - Eden Cove 7 Artefact Scatter 
63-3-0084 Worang Point 3; Grinding Groove 
63-3-0290 Shadracks Beach Burial Shell Midden, Artefact Scatter, Burial 
63-3-0291 Legge's Beach Burial 2 Shell Midden, Burial 
63-3-0251 ECPAD2 - Eden Cove PAD 2 PAD 
63-3-0250 ECPAD1 - Eden Cove PAD 1 PAD 
63-3-0058 Snug Cove Shell Middeny Beach Shell Midden, Artefact Scatter 
63-3-0256 Lookout Point, Rotary Park, Eden Non-Human Bone and Organic 

Material 
63-3-0283 Restriction applied. Please contact 

ahims@environment.nsw.gov.au. 
Restricted 

63-3-0249 EC9 - Eden Cove 9 Isolated Artefact 
63-3-0241 EC2 - Eden Cove 2 Isolated Artefact 
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AHIMS # Site Name Site Type/Features 

63-3-0088 North Aslings Beach 2;Ben Boyd National 
Park; 

Shell Midden, Artefact Scatter 

63-3-0131 Palestine Fire Trail 1-1; Artefact Scatter 
63-3-0284 Restriction applied. Please contact 

ahims@environment.nsw.gov.au. 
Restricted 

63-3-0204 Lookout Point Shell Midden, Aboriginal Resource 
and Gathering 

63-3-0085 Cocora;Cocora Point; Shell Midden, Artefact Scatter 
63-3-0028 Twofold Bay;Murrumbulga Point; Shell Midden, Artefact Scatter 
63-3-0246 EC6 - Eden Cove 6 Artefact Scatter 
63-3-0083 Worang Point 1;Ben Boyd National Park; Artefact Scatter 

 

Table 14: Overview of previously recorded site types within the Eden AHIMS search area 

Site types Total 

Artefact Scatter 9 

Shell Midden, Artefact Scatter 9 

Isolated Artefact 3 

PAD 3 

Artefact Scatter, PAD, Burial 1 

Grinding Groove 1 

Non-Human Bone and Organic Material 1 

Shell Midden, Aboriginal Resource and Gathering 1 

Shell Midden, Artefact Scatter, Burial 1 

Shell Midden, Artefact Scatter, PAD 1 

Shell Midden, Burial 1 

Restricted 7 
Total 38 

 

3.1.7.1 AHIMS sites in or within 50m of North Eden Reservoir 

No AHIMS sites are registered as being in or within 50m of North Eden Reservoir. There 
are no registered sites within a 2km radius of the reservoir activity area (Figure 26). 
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Figure 26: Map of AHIMS sites around Eden area. 
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3.2 NSW State Heritage Register and Inventory search 

A search of the Bega Valley LGA was made on the Australian Heritage Database on 17 
February 2022. This database includes heritage items on the World Heritage List, the 
National Heritage List, the Commonwealth Heritage List and the Register of the National 
Estate. 

Bermagui has two Indigenous places listed on the Register of the National Estate. They are 
Place ID 1024 Place File No. 1/08/273/0001 and Place ID 18245, Place File No. 
1/08/273/0011.  

Tathra has one Indigenous place listed on the Register of the National Estate: Place ID 
18237, Place File No. 1/08/273/0014. No Information is listed about any of these places, 
so it has not been established whether or not they are within any of the study areas. 

On 17 February 2022, a search of Bega Valley LGA was made of the NSW State Heritage 
Inventory. Three Aboriginal places were listed. None are located within any of the study 
areas. 

3.3 Review of landscape features  

This section describes the landforms, topography, geology and soils, vegetation and land-use 
of the survey areas as they are relevant to the potential presence of Aboriginal heritage 
sites.  

Below is a description of each survey area, in particular the landforms they each encompass, 
proximity to fresh water, and general levels of disturbance. Further details follow in the soil 
landscape descriptions, which are laid out separately, as a number of these landscapes form 
part of more than one activity area. The soil landscape descriptions include information that 
cannot be discerned from field survey, such as typical soil depths, underlying geology and 
erosion/deposition. This information is important in the consideration of the potential for 
certain landforms to contain Aboriginal objects. Soil depths and erosion/deposition 
behaviour help to predict the likelihood of any subsurface sites being preserved in situ, while 
knowledge of the geology helps to predict site types. For example, if sandstone outcrops are 
present, they may display grinding grooves. 

3.3.1 Bermagui STP 

The Bermagui STP survey area encompasses an extensively modified undulating grassed 
area within the current STP precinct as well as a headland vegetated with scrub. The 
nearest fresh water source—approximately 150m away—is a small lake at the edge of the 
adjacent golf course. Although this lake may have been artificially enhanced, at least four 
ephemeral creeks drain into it, therefore it is likely that it existed in some form prior to the 
landscaping of the golf course. Most of this survey area is situated on the Pambula (8925pa) 
geomorphological soil landscape. A small strip along the coast is on the Kangarutha 
geomorphological soil landscape.(8925kp) (NSW DPIE).  

3.3.2 Bemboka Reservoir 

The Bemboka Reservoir survey area is situated approximately 40km west of the coast, on 
the crest of a hill with moderate slopes. It has been cleared of vegetation. The nearest fresh 
water is an ephemeral creek more than 250m away. Bemboka river is approximately 700m 
to the north. This survey area is on the Bemboka geomorphological (8824be) soil landscape 
(NSW DPIE). 
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3.3.3 Bega SPS3 

The Bega SPS 3 survey area is located on a gentle slope, less then 100m from the Bega 
River, in a cleared, heavily modified area. The western part of this survey area is located on 
the Bega River (8824br) geomorphological soil landscape; the eastern side is Lower Brogo 
(8824lb) geomorphological soil landscape (NSW DPIE). 

3.3.4 Bega SPS4 

Bega SPS 4 is located on a heavily modified river flat more than 300m from the nearest 
creekline. This survey area is on the Towamba River (8824tr) geomorphological soil 
landscape. 

3.3.5 Bega SPS6 

The Bega SPS 6 survey area is located on heavily modified cleared area on a slightly raised 
terrace approximately 400m south of the Bega River. This survey area is on the Lower 
Brogo (8824lb) geomorphological soil landscape; the northern sliver is Towamba River 
(8824tr) geomorphological soil landscape (NSW DPIE). 

3.3.6 Tathra STP 

The Tathra STP survey area is situated between the beach and an offshoot of Salt Water 
Lagoon, which are both less than 200m away. It encompasses a remnant sand dune, 
vegetated with shrubs, and a lower lying swampy area. The middle of the survey area is low 
and poorly drained. The nearest fresh water sources appear to be several ephemeral 
creeks, over 350m away, which drain into the lagoon. The western part of the survey area 
is the Murrah (8824mu) geomorphological soil landscape; the eastern portion is Tathra 
(8824ta) geomorphological soil landscape (NSW DPIE). 

3.3.7 Wolumla Booster PS 

The Wolumla Booster PS is located on the cleared crest of a very gentle hill, approximately 
13km west of the coast. The survey area is less than 200m from an ephemeral creek, which 
appears to have been dammed. Frogs Hollow Creek is approximately 200m to the east. This 
survey area is on the Bemboka (8824be) geomorphological soil landscape (NSW DPIE). 

3.3.8 Central Waste Facility – Organics Processing 

The Central Waste Facility survey area encompasses a broad area of cleared rolling hills 
with moderate slopes and a dam in the middle, and creek flats in one section. The flats are 
adjacent to an unnamed tributary of Wolumla Creek approximately 200m to the south. The 
western part of this survey area is on the Bemboka (8824be) geomorphological soil 
landscape; the eastern side is Wolumla Creek (8824wo) geomorphological soil landscape 
(NSW DPIE). 

3.3.9 Proposed Yellow Pinch Water Treatment Plant 

The proposed Yellow Pinch WTP survey area is situated approximately 9km from the coast 
on the crest of a very gently sloping hill, in a cleared area surrounded by forest. The nearest 
fresh water source is Merimbula Creek, approximately 350m to the north. This survey area 
is located on the Yellow Pinch (8824yp) geomorphological soil landscape (NSW DPIE). 



Water and Sewer Services, Various Locations, Bega Valley Shire - Aboriginal Due Diligence Assessment 

 
67 

3.3.10 Merimbula STP 

The Merimbula STP survey area is located less than 1km from the coast and encompasses 
a terrace adjacent to mangroves on the edge of Merimbula Lake. The lake is open to the 
ocean, and is brackish, therefore the closest permanent fresh water source in the past 
would likely have been Bald Hills Creek, several kilometres to the northwest. However, a 
number of ephemeral creeks are closer. This includes one, which may have come within 
200m of the survey area, but has subsequently has been dammed on the golf course 
adjacent to the survey area. The survey area is on undulating cleared ground with young 
regrowth and the occasional old growth tree. The geomorphological soil landscapes are as 
follows: the northwestern portion of this survey area is Tathra Variant C (8824tac); the 
northeastern and southern sections are Pambula (8824pa); in the north is Nelson Lagoon 
(8824nl) and southwestern corner is Kalaru (8824ka) (NSW DPIE). 

3.3.11 North Eden Reservoir 

The North Eden Reservoir survey area is located on the moderate upper slope of a hill 
approximately 2.2km west of the coast. It is surrounded by ephemeral creeks and drainage 
lines, and Freshwater Creek is approximately 500m to the south. The area has been cleared 
but is surrounded by forest. This survey area is on the Yellow Pinch (8824yp) 
geomorphological soil landscape (NSW DPIE). 

3.4 Soil Landscapes 

3.4.1 Bemboka (8824be) 

The Bemboka Soil Landscape occurs on undulating to rolling low hills with gentle to moderate 
slopes, crests up to 100m wide, and narrow valley flats. Local relief is 25–90m. A variety of 
soils are up to 150cm deep are present. They are typically moderately to well drained, 
however the valley flats, lower slopes and drainage lines narrow are poorly drained. The 
underlying geology is Bemboka Granodiorite, which is particularly coarse-grained. Some 
small bedrock outcrops are present on crests and flats (NSW DPIE). 

Almost all of the original forest has been cleared for grazing cattle and sheep. The original 
vegetation is likely to have been open forest to woodland with kangaroo grass. Occasional 
small patches and remnant trees are found on the steeper slopes. These include Eucalyptus 
tereticornis (forest red gum), Angophora floribunda (rough-barked apple), Carymbia 
maculata (spotted gum), E. maidenii (Maiden’s gum) and E. cypellocarpa (mountain grey 
gum), with occasional E. muelleriana (yellow stringybark). Certain areas have also been 
ploughed for fodder crops. The land clearance has caused moderate to severe erosion in 
places (NSW DPIE). 

3.4.2 Bega River (8824br) 

The Bega River Soil Landscape comprises river flats 4–6m below the floodplain, and very 
gentle slopes up to 220m above sea level. The flats are often braided recent river channels 
with sediments still migrating. The sediments consist of Quaternary alluvium, from quartz 
sands to granitic gravels. They are up to 150cm deep and subject to erosion. Granite 
cobbles, pebbles and stone may be present (NSW DPIE). 

The vegetation is tall open forest with Casuarina cunninghamiana (river oak) commonly lining 
riverbanks. 
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Since the arrival of Europeans, the river bed has risen, sand has been deposited on the flats, 
and the river channel has widened. It is postulated that over 1m of the sand on the 
floodplains has been deposited during this time, and that this was likely due to land clearance. 
The area is currently Crown land including several designated wetlands (NSW DPIE). 

3.4.3 Kalaru (8824ka) 

The Kalaru Soil Landscape comprises gently undulating plains and rises atop Tertiary fluvial 
sediments. Elevation is up to 20m above sea level with local relief of up to 15m. The 
sediments are layers of clay, sandy clay, sand and coarse gravels often more than 150cm 
deep. Extensive fan deposits are regularly cut by drainage lines. Moderate to broad terraces 
are situated east of Wallagoot Lake (NSW DPIE). 

The vegetation has been partially cleared and comprises remnant tall open dry sclerophyll 
forest and closed shrubland. The remaining areas are highly disturbed with young regrowth 
apparent in previously logged areas. Minor to moderate erosion is widespread, including of 
the subsoils (NSW DPIE). 

3.4.4 Kangarutha (8925kp) 

This soil landscape encompasses coastal cliff, rock platforms and headlands up to 30m 
above sea level. The underlying geology is gabbro and gabbroic diorite of the Bingie Bingie 
Suite, Tuross Head Tonalite and Ordovician sediments including fins sandstones, 
greywackes, shales, and siltstones. Also present are Bongolo Formation mudstones, 
sandstones and cherts, Narooma chert and Kianga Basalt volcanics and chert. The soils are 
sparse and tend to match the adjacent soils landscape. The soils are prone to erosion, and 
the cliffs to rockfall. The vegetation is heath (NSW DPIE). 

3.4.5 Lower Brogo (8824lb) 

The Lower Brogo Soil Landscape occurs on rolling to undulating low hills with gentle to 
moderate slopes with plentiful drainage lines. The landforms are 10 to 210m above sea 
level with local relief of 30 to 110m. The geology is Brogo Granodiorite. Bedrock outcropping 
occurs, but rarely. The soils are 50 to 150cm deep. They are moderately to well drained 
except on lower slopes and drainage lines, which may experience seasonal waterlogging 
(NSW DPIE).  

The majority of the vegetation has been cleared except for isolated old growth trees and 
small areas on the steeper slopes. The remaining old growth trees include Eucalyptus 
tereticornis (forest red gum), Angophora floribunda (rough-barked apple), E. maidenii 
(Maiden’s gum) and E. cypellocarpa (mountain grey gum). It is thought that the original 
vegetation was likely open forest and/or woodland. Due to land clearance, erosion is 
widespread (NSW DPIE). 

3.4.6 Murrah (8824mu) 

The Murrah Soil Landscape is characterised by rolling low to moderate hills of partially 
cleared open forest up to 336m above sea level. The local relief is 50 to 150m. Slopes are 
moderate with ridges up to 200m wide and many drainage lines. Soils are 50 to 150cm 
deep and are moderately to imperfectly drained. The underlying geology is Ordovician 
sediments and metasediments, which include siltstones, greywackes, shales and fine 
sandstones. Veins of quartz often occur. Lower slopes and drainage lines may experience 
seasonal waterlogging (NSW DPIE).  
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Over 50% of the original vegetation remains in the form of open forest (dry and dry to 
intermediate sclerophyll forest) with closed forest (temperate rainforest) on moist, 
sheltered slopes. A number of locations in this area have been mined for gold in the past. 
The land is currently National Park, State Forest and freehold. This soil landscape is prone 
to erosion (NSW DPIE). 

3.4.7 Nelson Lagoon (8824nl) 

Nelson Lagoon Soil Landscape comprises supratidal to intertidal mudflats less than 2m 
above sea level. The soils are more than 150cm deep acid sulfates and very poorly drained 
alluvials. Underlying these are Holocene sediments of muds and muddy sands with common 
shell layers over marine sands (NSW DPIE).  

The vegetation consists of mangroves or swamp paperbarks in low closed shrubland to open 
woodland and saltmarsh. The water table is high, and the area floods easily. Some wave 
erosion occurs (NSW DPIE).  

3.4.8 Pambula (8824pa, 8925pa) 

The Pambula Soil Landscape occurs on undulating rises to low rolling hills with crests more 
than 300m wide and long, gentle slopes up to 49m above sea level. The local relief is from 
0m to 40m. Drainage lines are widely spaced. Soils vary from moderately deep (50–150cm) 
to deep (more than 150cm). Many areas lack topsoil. The underlying sediments are Tertiary 
fluvials of the Long Beach formation comprising layers of clay, sandy clay, sand and coarse 
gravel. Minor sheet erosion occurs, and bedrock outcropping of ironpan sediments is 
apparent on some crests (NSW DPIE). 

The land is 10% cleared of vegetation, with many areas of young regrowth. On ridges and 
dry gentle slopes the vegetation is open dry sclerophyll forest. In open gullies and flats tall 
open forest is also present (dry sclerophyll forest). Some drainage lines support open heath. 
Disturbance has occurred due to urban development and quarrying in places. Other parts 
of this soil landscape are encompassed by National Park (NSW DPIE). 

3.4.9 Tathra (8824ta) 

The Tathra Soil Landscape is situated on gently undulating sand plain dune barriers and 
beach ridges up to 11m above sea level with local relief of less than 5m. The soils are more 
than 150cm deep, comprising well-drained Holocene aeolian sands on sand plains and 
beach ridges, and imperfectly to poorly drained soils on flats and swales (NSW DPIE).  

Excepting urban development in Tathra, little of the vegetation has been cleared. It consists 
of closed scrub (heath) in exposed areas, and low open dry sclerophyll forest in sheltered 
sites behind foredunes. Poorly drained areas are characterised by growth of closed health 
of Melaleuca ericifolia (swamp paperbark). Chrysanthemoides monilifera (bitou bush) is a 
common weed species (NSW DPIE). 

3.4.10 Tathra variant C (8824tac) 

Variant C of the Tathra Soil Landscape consists of poorly drained flats and swales. These 
are typically situated between the barrier dunes and the bedrock coast. The underlying 
geology is often deeply weathered Tertiary sediments or Devonian rhyolite (NSW DPIE).  

The vegetation includes closed-shrubland of Melaleuca ericifolia (swamp paperbark). 
Rushland of Phragmites australis (common reed) is also present, and in near-lacustrine 
areas, Baumea spp. (twig-rush) occurs (NSW DPIE). 
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3.4.11 Towamba River (8824tr) 

The Towamba River Soil Landscape is situated along narrow floodplains up to 200m above 
sea level. These are typically located in the mid to upper river catchments, which are subject 
to high energy water flow. Backswamps are also present. Typical slope and river gradients 
are approximately 3%. The soils comprise Quaternary alluviums of coarse sand, sandy loams 
and clay loams interspersed with gravel and coble layers. The sediments are over 150cm 
deep and well drained. The stream banks are subject to erosion (NSW DPIE). 

Most of the vegetation has been cleared for cattle and sheep grazing, and cultivation. It is 
thought that tall open sclerophyll forest was originally present (NSW DPIE).  

3.4.12 Wolumla Creek (8824wo) 

The Wolumla Creek Soil Landscape occurs on floodplains of Quaternary alluvium overlying 
granitic river catchments. This soil landscape is situated in areas ranging from 50m to 
100m above sea level. The soils are more than 150cm deep and are moderately well 
drained. These areas are prone to flooding, and erosion (particularly the streambanks) 
(NSW DPIE). 

The original vegetation has been cleared for grazing and cultivating crops. It probably 
consisted of tall open forest of wet or intermediate sclerophyll type (NSW DPIE). 

3.4.13 Yellow Pinch (8823yp, 8824yp) 

Yellow Pinch (8824yp) is an erosional soil landscape. It comprises steep to rolling hills with 
crests up to 100m wide. Elevation is 10 to 700m with local relief between 140 and 240m. 
The bedrock is Merimbula Group sandstone, siltstone, conglomerate and mudstone; sizable 
outcrops occur albeit rarely. Soils vary between less than 50cm deep to those on sandstone, 
siltstone and mudstone slopes, which are 50–100cm deep. Lower slopes are overlain by 
earths, earthy sands and alluvial soils. Some lower slopes experience intermittent 
waterlogging (NSW DPIE).  

Yellow Pinch areas are typically forested with a little vegetation clearance evident. Young 
regrowth is present in some previously logged areas. Vegetation is dry sclerophyll open 
forest on coastal ridges less than 800m above sea level and dry, low-lying areas on flats to 
moderate slopes. The coastal ridges are dominated by Eucalyptus sieberi (silvertop ash) and 
Angophora floribunda (rough-barked apple), while the low-lying areas are dominated by 
Corymbia gummifera (red bloodwood), Eucalyptus sieberi (silvertop ash) and E. globoidea 
(white stringybark). Closed temperate riverine rainforest is present in sheltered areas with 
steep gullies, and coastal ranges. It comprises primarily Acmena smithii (lilly pilly) and 
Pittosporum undulatum (sweet pittosporum). Gullies with moist, steep, sheltered slopes 
comprise open forest of Eucalyptus muelleriana (yellow stringybark) with Eucalyptus 
cypellocarpa (mountain grey gum). Most areas include a wide range of understory species, 
including Acacia spp. and various grasses (NSW DPIE). 

The activity area has been subject to numerous prior impacts including vegetation clearance 
and installation of infrastructure and various associated underground services. 

This in effect means that parts of the proposed activity areas are highly modified ground 
surfaces with very limited potential to contain in situ Aboriginal objects. Nevertheless, there 
are some areas of relatively intact land surfaces and a number of sensitive landforms within 
the survey areas.  
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Referring back to the due diligence code of practice, criteria for landscape features that are 
likely to contain Aboriginal objects (see Section 1.3.2), parts of the proposed activity areas 
correspond to a headlands, areas within 200m of a water source and sand dunes.  

3.5 Step 2 summary 

Only one activity area contains AHIMS sites. Although Tathra STP activity area contains 
coordinates for AHIMS 62-6-0326 and 62-6-0615, and 62-6-0616 is registered within 
50m of it, the maps on the site cards and associated reports indicate that none of these 
sites are within the activity area. The field survey will determine whether any of these sites 
overlap with the activity area. 

Although the remaining areas contain no AHIMS registered sites, some of the proposed 
activity areas contain the landscape features that are likely to contain Aboriginal objects. 
Furthermore, subsurface disturbance or land surface modification across the activity area 
is variable, and includes areas of low to moderate prior disturbance. 

In addition, mapping of previously recorded Aboriginal sites in the area indicates that the 
Bega Valley in general was utilised by Aboriginal people for a range of different activities and 
can generally be characterised as a culturally rich area. 

The result of Step 2 of the due diligence process is that the proposed activity areas 
correspond to landscape features likely to indicate the presence of Aboriginal objects, as 
listed in Table 18. Moreover, most include areas of land that are largely undisturbed. As 
such it is necessary to proceed to Step 3 of the due diligence process. 

Table 15: Table of survey areas with landscape features likley to contain Aboriginal objects 
according to Due Diligence Guidelines 

Survey Area Landscape Features Likely to Contain Aboriginal Objects 

Bermagui STP Headland, within 200m of water source 
Bemboka Reservoir None 
Bega SPS3 Within 200m of water source 
Bega SPS4 None 
Bega SPS6 None 
Tathra STP Sand dune 
Wolumla Booster PS Less than 200m form water source 
Central Waste Facility, Frogs 
Hollow – Organics 

Within 200m of a water source 

Proposed Yellow Pinch WTP None 
Merimbula STP Possibly within 200m of a water source 
North Eden Reservoir Within 200m of a water source 
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4 STEP 3 – CAN HARM BE AVOIDED? 

Given that there are thirteen high priority activity areas this question can only be answered 
by addressing each site individually. 

4.1 SPS3 – Valley Street, Bega 

There are no sites of heritage significance and therefore harm can be avoided. 

4.2 SPS4 – Tarraganda Lane, Tarraganda 

There are no sites of heritage significance and therefore harm can be avoided. 

4.3 SPS6 – Swan Street, Bega 

There are no sites of heritage significance and harm can be avoided. 

4.4 Merimbula STP – Arthur Kaine Drive, Merimbula 

As a section of this activity area is located on the shores of Lake Merimbula and there is a 
high likelihood of midden material, harm cannot be avoided.  

Given the constraints regarding the proposed development and the nature of the topography 
and environmental context across the proposed activity area, it does not appear that harm 
can feasibly be avoided to all landscape features likely to indicate the presence of Aboriginal 
objects. As such it is necessary to proceed to Step 4 of the due diligence process. 

4.5 Bermagui STP – 4249 Tathra Bermagui Road, Bermagui 

There are no sites of heritage significance and harm can be avoided. 

4.6 Bermagui Depot - 4249 Tathra Bermagui Road, Bermagui 

There are no sites of heritage significance and harm can be avoided. 

4.7 Bermagui Outfall – 4249 Tathra Bermagui Road, Bermagui 

These works are likely to harm PAD and in situ Aboriginal artefacts. Harm cannot be avoided. 

Given the constraints regarding the proposed development and the nature of the topography 
and environmental context across the proposed activity area, it does not appear that harm 
can feasibly be avoided to all landscape features likely to indicate the presence of Aboriginal 
objects. As such it is necessary to proceed to Step 4 of the due diligence process. 

4.8 North Eden Reservoir 

There are no sites of heritage significance and harm can be avoided. 

4.9 Tathra STP – Andy Poole Drive, Tathra 

As a section of this activity area is undeveloped and contains remnant sand dunes there is 
a high likelihood of finding archaeological material subsurface. Harm cannot be avoided. 

Given the constraints regarding the proposed development and the nature of the topography 
and environmental context across the proposed activity area, it does not appear that harm 
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can feasibly be avoided to all landscape features likely to indicate the presence of Aboriginal 
objects. As such it is necessary to proceed to Step 4 of the due diligence process. 

4.10 Wolumla Booster PS – Candelo Wolumla Road, Wolumla 

There are no sites of heritage significance and harm can be avoided. 

4.11 Central Waste Facility (Organics Processing) – Wanatta Lane, 
Frogs Hollow 

Given the landscape context within which the activity area is located there is a high likelihood 
of encountering Aboriginal Objects. Furthermore, the use of this land as an early European 
dairy farm (Ayrdale) increases the likelihood of encountering historical archaeological 
material. Harm cannot be avoided. 

Given the constraints regarding the proposed development and the nature of the topography 
and environmental context across the proposed activity area, it does not appear that harm 
can feasibly be avoided to all landscape features likely to indicate the presence of Aboriginal 
objects. As such it is necessary to proceed to Step 4 of the due diligence process. 

4.12 Proposed WTP – 43 Red Gum Road, Yellow Pinch 

There are no sites of heritage significance and harm can be avoided. 

4.13 Bemboka Reservoir – Robertson Street, Bemboka 

There are no sites of heritage significance and harm can be avoided. 
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5 STEP 4A – DESKTOP ASSESSMENT  

The desktop component of the assessment includes a review of previous archaeological and 
cultural heritage investigations in the local region, together with reviews of the existing model 
of site location, and available mapping for the study areas. The results of this review are then 
presented in terms of the implications for the proposed activity areas. 

5.1 Aboriginal occupation of Australia and the east coast 

Aboriginal occupation of Australian extends back well into the Pleistocene. Current theories 
place the arrival of humans to Sahul between 47,000 years before present (BP) and 65,000 
BP (O’Connell and Allen 2004, 2015; Allen and O’Connell 2015 Clarkson et al., 2017, 
O'Connell et al., 2018). While debate continues regarding the earliest arrival in Australia, 
there is general agreement that all environmental zones across the continent were 
colonised by around 35,000 BP (Mulvaney and Kamminga 1999). Since that time there has 
been substantial climatic variation, which has influenced choices people made regarding the 
locations they lived in. 

Of direct relevance to the south coast is the fact that sea levels dropped considerably during 
the Last Glacial Maximum (around 21,000 BP), at which time the sea level was on average 
130m lower than present. Sea levels then didn’t attain the current levels again until the mid-
Holocene (around 6-8,000 BP). This means that what is now the coastal strip was actually 
the coastal hinterland during the late Pleistocene and early Holocene. Interestingly, the 
oldest evidence for the region dates to the LGM, when this area would have formed part of 
the coastal hinterland (Lampert 1971; Flood 1980 and Boot 1994, 2000.  

Obviously, this means that the archaeological record of human occupation and use of the 
coastline as we know it today all relates to the mid to late Holocene. So, while potential exists 
for much older sites (in the order of 20-35,000 BP), such sites, and indeed even early 
Holocene sites (e.g. 9-12,000BP), need to be understood within the context of a very 
different geography.  

5.2 Previous investigations of Aboriginal archaeology 

5.2.1 Far south coast 

Lourandos (1974) (AHIMS Report 546) undertook a survey of coastal sites between Black 
Head (Nadgee Nature Reserve) and Wallagoot Lake for the University of Sydney. The object 
of the survey was to locate sites, but sometimes more detailed recording and occasional 
excavation was also undertaken. Lourandos identified 16 archaeological sites along this 
stretch of coastline including both open shell middens and rock shelters. These varied in 
terms of cultural material present and depth of deposit, the deepest of which was greater 
than one metre. The deposits contained predominantly shell with some fish and macropod 
bone as well as seal and whale bone on rare occasions. Some sites also contained hearths, 
and red ochre was noted at one.  

Hughes and Sullivan (1978) (AHIMS Report 446) undertook a preliminary study for the Five 
Forests, a study area of over 300 square kilometres, dominated by steep forested hills, 
which encompassed parts of the coastal strip and up to 20kms of the adjoining hinterland 
between Wallaga Lake and Bega River. Eight shell middens were recorded in the estuarine 
and coastal zones. Five small scatters of predominantly quartz artefacts were recorded 
within the forested hills: four on spurs and ridges and one on the banks of a creek.  
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A 1981 archaeological report to the Department of Environment was prepared to 
contribute to planning for population growth and associated land-use in the Bega Valley 
(Institute of Applied Geographic Research Canberra 1981) (AHIMS Report 462). It lists the 
types of Aboriginal heritage sites known in the area. Shell middens were the most common. 
Coastal sites in general were typically found on headlands, beach dunes, and the shores of 
estuaries. Artefact scatters were also known along the coast and in the immediate 
hinterland. This area was also known to contain grinding grooves and a stone arrangement. 
An art site, scarred tree and three burials had also been recorded. 

Attenbrow (1982) (AHIMS Report 6) undertook an assessment of the archaeological 
sensitivity of the Bournda State Recreation Area and its proposed northern extension (now 
part of Bournda National Park). The investigation was essentially a desktop study that 
reviewed known sites within the Bournda State Recreation Area and the results of surveys 
of similar landscapes in the local region. It was concluded that Aboriginal archaeological 
sites were likely to be present in all environmental contexts. The headlands and foredune 
systems were identified as the most sensitive areas, followed by the estuary foreshores and 
elevated flats adjacent to estuaries and creeks. The forested hilly areas were assessed as 
being the least sensitive.  

However, it was noted that the ridges—particularly the saddles, summits and flat ridge 
crests—were the landforms most likely to contain sites within the forested hills. Alluvial flats 
along the creeks in the forested hills were also identified as landforms with an increased 
likelihood of containing sites (Attenbrow 1982: 16). It was predicted that sites within the 
forested hills would typically comprise small, relatively low-density artefact scatters. 

Byrne (1983) (AHIMS Report 193) undertook a study of the Mimosa Rocks National Park, 
on the northern side of the Bega River, north of Tathra. The survey involved sampling of 
various environmental contexts. One low density artefact scatter was recorded on a level 
section of ridge. It was further noted by Byrne that sites within the forested hinterland tended 
to be more frequent at distances of more than 12km from the coast. This was interpreted 
to be due to the fact that coastal and estuary locations were preferred camp sites along the 
coastal strip.  

In January 2000, NSW National Parks and Wildlife Service (NSW NPWS 2000) completed 
a plan of management for Bournda National Park. The national park was described as 
containing '…coastal ranges, hills, plains, dissected plateau and estuaries.' At the time, much 
of the area had not been surveyed for Aboriginal heritage sites, however, 26 sites were 
known (NSW NPWS 2000: 17). The majority of these were open camp sites and shell 
middens concentrated around estuaries and beaches, rocky shores and headlands. Two 
Aboriginal quarries and ceremonial grounds were also known to be located in the area (NSW 
NPWS 2000: 18).  

In 2009, as part of a Review of Environmental Factors, New South Wales Archaeology 
conducted an archaeological assessment for Country Energy of a corridor between Bega 
and Eden for a proposed sub-transmission system upgrade (Dibden 2009a) (AHIMS 
101844). The corridor surveyed was 30 to 50m wide, traversing 50km through Bega, 
Kingswood, Frogs Hollow, Wolumla, Millingandi, Bald Hills Creek, South Pambula, 
Broadwater and Eden. No Aboriginal sites or objects had been registered previously within 
the survey area (Dibden 2009a: 22). The survey area was broken into 174 survey units 
described as either flats, crest, simple slope, lower slope, upper slope or open depression 
(Dibden 2009a: 35-41). One isolated artefact was located on a simple slope with a 
moderate gradient just north of Eden. One further isolated artefact was located on a flat 
area in Broadwater, north of Eden. A scatter of three artefacts was identified on a crest in 
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Frogs Hollow, north of Wolumla. It was noted that there was potential for subsurface 
deposits. 

Feary (2015) (AHIMS Report 103752) completed an Aboriginal Cultural Heritage 
Assessment ahead of maintenance and upgrades to visitor facilities at Bournda National 
Park. The study area comprised the following landforms: beach, back dunes, narrow 
creeklines and small swamps on along a slowly elevating gradient to the north, headland and 
lagoon (Feary 2015: 16). It was noted that some human remains assessed by Wright 
(2007) had been repatriated in the area, but the precise location was unknown, although 
the general area had been fenced off for protection (Feary 2015:9). During the survey, 
twenty-five artefacts were identified at nine locations on the walking track, the densest 
concentration being near Bournda Headland. The artefacts comprised flakes, flaked pieces 
and fragments of silcrete, quartz, rhyolite and unidentified material (Feary 2015: 43). At the 
headland, a previously registered shell midden, AHIMS 63-6-0042 was still intact (Feary 
2015: 3). It was suggested that Aboriginal people in the past had preferred to camp at 
either end of long beaches, where more shelter was available, which would explain the higher 
concentration of artefacts towards the headland (Feary 2015: 57).  

In 2018 Feary and Niemoeller undertook an Aboriginal cultural heritage assessment od 
Beachcomber Holiday Park at Blackfellows Point, east of Bodalla (Feary and Niemoeller 
2018). The site has been the subject of extensive archaeological research. Although no 
Aboriginal sites were identified during the survey, at least one burial, and an extensive shell 
midden with artefacts had previously been recorded within sand flats adjacent to a lagoon. 
An AHIMS search showed that the survey area was surrounded by 57 Aboriginal sites, the 
majority being middens with stone artefacts (Feary and Niemoeller 2018: 18).  

5.3 Local model of Aboriginal occupation and site location 

The far south coast of NSW has been the subject of investigation for various academic 
research projects and cultural heritage management studies. The following summary 
highlights some of the relevant research findings within the local area, followed by a 
summary of research in and around Bega Valley.  

5.3.1 Bermagui  

Williams Barber Archaeological Services (Williams 1996) surveyed an area of 4ha on the 
southern shore of the Bermagui River estuary for a proposed boat launching facility. The 
study area comprised a small sand dune bounded by gently undulating spurs. No artefacts 
or shell were identified within the study area. However, the potential for subsurface shell 
and/or burials was noted within the sand body. A program of archaeological monitoring was 
recommended during ground disturbance works in the sand body. 

A survey of 40ha either side of South Bermagui Creek was undertaken by NSW Archaeology 
(Dibden 2004a) for the subdivision of the Bermagui Country Club. The investigation area 
comprised a series of spur crests, side slopes, basal slopes, estuarine wetlands and minor 
drainage depressions feeding into South Bermagui Creek. Four isolated artefacts were 
recorded during the survey. The artefacts were located in the following topographical 
contexts: low gradient spur side slope, low gradient spur crest, basal slope adjacent a former 
wetland and the interface between a spur side slope and a wetland/infilled lagoon. Six 
landform units were also identified for subsurface testing (SU4, SU5, SU6, SU11, SU13 and 
SU20). The subsurface testing areas comprised a basal spur crest, three spur crests, and 
two spur side slopes. 
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NSW Archaeology (Dibden 2005b) subsequently undertook a program of test excavation 
across SU4, SU5, SU6, SU11, SU13 and SU20 at the Bermagui Country Club. Seventy-
three (73) 0.25m2 test pits were excavated across eight different transects. Artefacts were 
recovered from pits in six of the eight transects. No artefacts were recovered from SU13 
(spur crest) or SU20 (spur side slope). A relatively low density of artefacts (5.4-16.1 
artefacts/m3) was recovered in a patchy distribution across SU4 (basal spur slope), SU6 
(spur side slope) and SU11 (spur crest). The highest number of artefacts was recovered 
from SU5 (spur crest), where 83 artefacts were recovered across ten of the 11 test pits 
excavated in Transect 1. The vast majority of artefacts were quartz and silcrete. However, 
small amounts of chert, quartzite and rhyolite were also present. It was recommended that 
salvage excavation be conducted at SU5. 

Salvage excavation was subsequently conducted at SU5 in 2007 (Dibden 2008). Sixty (60) 
2m2 pits were excavated by machine along three transects. Artefacts were recovered from 
all excavation pits and limited amounts of shell were recovered from all three transects. A 
total of 2011 artefacts were recovered, including flaking debitage, cores, retouched flakes 
and flakes with use-wear. The artefact distribution was highly variable across the 60 pits 
(ranging from one to 489], although the overall pattern was for low to moderate densities 
of artefacts, with artefact densities tending to increase around Pit 10 in Transect 1, where 
a sizeable rhyolite flaking event was evidenced. Overall the artefact assemblage was 
dominated by quartz, with significant numbers of silcrete, chert and volcanic (including 
porphyry and rhyolite) artefacts also present. The site was interpreted as evidence of 
repeated short-term occupation as opposed to extended encampments. 

5.3.2 Bega Area 

In 2003 Saunders undertook an archaeological survey of a 35ha area at 'Glen Mia', Bega 
for a proposed subdivision (cited in Saunders 2004: 2) (AHMIS Report 98874). The survey 
area was some 400m southwest of the current Bega STP site. The survey identified two 
scarred trees and four PADs. In 2004 Saunders undertook excavations of the PADs. Low 
density artefact scatters were located in three of them, and an isolated artefact in the fourth. 
The sites were located on., '…spur crests and slopes above first order streams' (Saunders 
2004: 5). None were located close to permanent water, with the nearest source being 
Parbery Creek some 600m to the east. A total of 32 artefacts were recovered, comprising 
primarily flakes and flaked pieces of quartz and volcanic material types. One hammerstone 
and several flakes of chert or chalcedony were also identified. The land had been disturbed 
by vegetation clearance and grazing. All the sites were determined to have low 
archaeological potential. The excavated artefacts were collected as salvage. 

In 2005 New South Wales Archaeology conducted a survey of a 13ha block of land for 
proposed residential subdivision. (Dibden 2005c). The survey area was located in the 
northeast corner of Bega, on alluvial flats and floodplains. Two isolated artefacts were 
located during the survey. No areas of PAD were identified. 

New South Wales archaeology conducted an Aboriginal archaeological assessment of a 
106ha parcel of land in South Bega for proposed rezoning and subdivision (Dibden 2005d: 
5) (AHIMS Report 99905). The area was broken Into survey units comprising hills 100m 
above sea level and lower, with ridges, spur crests, simple slopes and drainage lines (Dibden 
2005d: 5). Although the land possesses drainage depression and several springs, Dibden 
(2005d: 12) states that these were unlikely to have been permanent water sources in the 
past, with the nearest reliable source, being Bega River 1km to the east. Ten 'locales' 
containing Aboriginal objects were identified, although, due to thick grass cover reducing 
ground surface visibility, these were not considered to be a true representation of the 
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archaeological material within the area surveyed (Dibden 2005d: 2). Artefacts identified 
included flakes, broken flakes and flaked pieces of rhyolite, quartz, volcanic and porphyry with 
one porphyry core and one volcanic elouera. The survey units were assessed as having very 
low to moderate archaeological potential with the highest potential landforms being a variety 
of spur crests and a very low-gradient slopes (Dibden 2005d: 22-28).  

In 2009 Kayandel Archaeological Services (AHIMS Report 101720) undertook an 
Aboriginal archaeological survey of a 3.3km long area for the RTA in preparation for the 
Bega Bypass. The survey area was to the west of Bega, passing between the current survey 
areas for Bega SPS3 and Bega SPS6. No sites or artefacts were identified. This was 
explained partly by poor ground surface visibility. It was suggested that a number of areas 
had moderate to high archaeological potential. 

Subsequent to Kayandel's survey, excavation was undertaken of areas with potential to 
contain moderate densities of artefacts (NSW Archaeology 2010) (AHIMS Report 
101945). A total of 83 artefacts were recovered. Although artefacts were identified in nine 
out of 10 areas excavated, average density was low (5.5 per square metre). This was 
described as typical of high ridge crests in the area that are not located near water courses. 
The artefacts comprised mainly flakes and knapping debitage, but did include two retouched 
items (NSW Archaeology 2010: 3). The material types identified were: chert, quartz, 
silcrete, volcanic and rhyolite.  

Dibden (2012) (AHIMS Report 102561) undertook an Aboriginal Cultural Heritage 
Assessment of the 27ha Tarraganda Farm on Corridgeree Road in Bega. The study area 
comprised a narrow ridge crest with moderate slopes, bounded by a series of swamps to 
the north, west and south. Previous Aboriginal archaeological assessments had been 
undertaken for this project, and these were included in the results of this report. No 
Aboriginal objects were identified during the survey in 2009 due to very low ground surface 
visibility (Dibden 2012: 40). Excavation of the five survey units with the highest archaeological 
potential was undertaken in February 2012. These excavations yielded low density 
distribution of artefacts in all five survey units. The artefacts identified comprised flakes and 
broken flakes, flaked pieces and cores of chert, quartz, quartzite, silcrete and rhyolite (Dibden 
2012: 15-16). The highest artefact density was recovered from the ridge crest. Minor spurs 
and simple slopes contained low to very low artefact densities (Dibden 2012: 54).  

In July 2012, RPS (August 2012) (AHIMS Report 103067) undertook a field survey for a 
cultural heritage impact assessment for the proposed site for the Southeast Regional 
Hospital on Tathra Road. The eastern termination of the survey area was along Parbery 
Creek. The survey area contained two spurs, up to 30m above the floodplain, which were 
judged to be archaeologically sensitive (RPS 2012: 3, 18). One previously AHIMS registered 
isolated artefact was located in the survey area. It could not be relocated (RPS 2012: 37). 
No new sites were identified, although visibility was low at approximately 9% (RPS 2012: 
42). The spurs were classified as PADs. 

5.3.3 Tathra Area 

Hughes and May (1982) (AHIMS Report 432) surveyed an area of 1.55ha, on the southern 
side of the Bega River, for the Tathra River Estate. They recorded five isolated artefacts and 
17 other sites during the survey, comprising 16 stone artefact scatters and one shell 
midden. The results of that survey were interpreted as evidence that ecotonal areas such 
as the estuaries were the focus of camp sites within the coastal hinterland. Most of the sites 
were located on flat or gently sloping spurs. Rhyolite was the predominant stone material, 
porphyry, quartz and silcrete were also recorded. 
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Additional investigations at Tathra River Estate were undertaken by Barber and Williams 
(1993 AHIMS 98496, 1994) and NSW Archaeology (Dibden 2005a, 2009b). In 1993 
Barber and Williams (AHIMS 98496) reviewed the 1982 study by Hughes and May. They 
revisited the locations of the 17 previously recorded sites (of which 13 were successfully 
relocated) and identified four additional sites, comprising three artefact scatters and one 
midden, all of which were described as “small in size” (Barber and Williams 1993: 6). A test 
excavation program was subsequently undertaken in order to more fully assess the nature 
and extent of the archaeology at Tathra River Estate. 

The test excavations undertaken by Barber and Williams (1994) comprised 404 shovel test 
probes (50 x 25cm) across ten of the previously identified sites and eight subsidiary areas. 
The investigations tested not only the spur lines on which artefacts had been recorded at 
the surface, but also a series of flats and subsidiary spurs between the main spurs. A total 
of 898 artefacts was recovered during the investigations. Artefact numbers from individual 
pits varied considerably. The intermediary flats tended to yield no or few artefacts. Whereas 
the flatter sections of the spur crests, particularly the terminal spur crests, closest to the 
river and wetlands, tended to yield more artefacts.  

In 2005 NSW Archaeology (Dibden 2005a) (AHIMS Report 99697) undertook a 
comprehensive review of the archaeology across the Tathra River Estate. The review 
entailed comprehensive landscape survey of the entire study area and a full re-evaluation of 
the archaeological resource. The result of that investigation was that a further 30 
occurrences of stone artefacts were identified, four in association with previous recordings, 
and the remainder within landforms that had not previously been identified as containing 
archaeology. The status of the previously recorded shell middens as archaeological sites 
was questioned. 

NSW Archaeology conducted a further program of test excavation in 2008 (Dibden 2009a). 
Those investigations saw 811 50 x 50cm test pits excavated across 74 transects. 
Artefacts were recovered from 488 test pits. Artefacts were present across all transects. 
However, artefact density was variable. While most of the test areas appeared to contain 
low to very low densities of stone artefacts, the lower gradient sections of spurs, that 
afforded good access to the river and wetlands, tended to be characterised by higher 
densities of artefacts. 

5.3.4 Wallagoot Lake/Kalaru 

Blay’s (2005) study of traditional pathways indicates that the area around Kalaru appears 
to coincide with an old crossroads of Aboriginal pathways between the coast in the east and 
the hinterland in the west and pathways from initiation grounds at Mumballa in the north 
and campgrounds and fishing locations further south along the coast. 

This investigation of the history around Kalaru confirms that the area is primarily of 
importance with relation to Aboriginal history and Aboriginal connections to place. However, 
It also highlights the fact that the locality of Kalaru, and Blackfellows Lake in particular, is an 
area that demonstrates aspects of colonial interaction with Aboriginal people. The location 
of the former Aboriginal reserves is an area that is still remembered as a place where 
Aboriginal people were living within the newly instigated regulations of colonial settlement 
and making a living within the context of the colonial economy. The ongoing importance of 
Kalaru as a settlement and transport node between Bega and Tathra may also have its 
origins in much older networks of pathways and communication between Aboriginal 
settlements. 
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Hughes (1982) (AHIMS Report 447) undertook a desktop analysis and brief field survey of 
the Kalaru area to determine landforms of archaeological sensitivity for the NSW National 
Parks and Wildlife Service. During the field survey, four artefact scatters were identified 
(Hughes 1982: 8). Hughes classified the high ground around the wetlands, and Monks Creek 
Valley as high sensitivity. Wallagoot Lake shoreline (within 300m of the lake) and the 
estuaries of the Bega River were determined to be medium to high sensitivity. Areas 
considered to be low sensitivity were the actual wetlands, low undulating hills, and high 
rugged hills. 

Geering (1983) (AHIMS Report 328) surveyed various areas of proposed developments 
within the Bournda State Recreation Area (now Bournda National Park). The surveys 
included an area on the southern shores of Wallagoot Lake, which is now the picnic area, a 
strip of land along the northern foreshore of Wallagoot Lake—next to the Boat Club— and 
the alignment of the walking track that now extends north along the coast from Wallagoot 
Lake. Eleven (11) sites were recorded. They comprised five artefact scatters, five middens 
and one stone quarry (Geering 1983: 8). All of the recorded sites were in close proximity to 
either Wallagoot Lake or the coastline. 

Of particular relevance to the current investigation was Geering’s surveys along the northern 
shore of Wallagoot Lake. That survey included the original recording of Wallagoot Lake 3 
(AHIMS 62-6-0145) an extensive artefact scatter recorded as comprising over 100 
artefacts across a 200 x200m area encompassing the Wallagoot Lake Boat Club (Geering 
1983: 11). Geering also undertook the original recording of Wallagoot Lake 4 (62-6-0146), 
the porphyritic rhyolite quarry situated immediately west of the current study area (Geering 
1983: 12). These sites are located within 3km of the Kalaru STP study area. 

Boot and Feary (1990) undertook surveys, surface collection and excavation at sites along 
the northern shore of Wallagoot Lake. The sites investigated included the quarry identified 
by Geering (1983) and a midden above the quarry. Boot and Feary (1990) noted that the 
artefact scatter at Wallagoot Lake 3 (AHIMS 62-6-0145) appeared to be more extensive 
than originally recorded by Geering (1983). That program of work resulted in the collection 
of over 3,000 artefacts, midden material (predominantly Ostres angasi and Anadara 
trapezia), and a basal radiocarbon date of approximately 2,990 BP at the Stockyard Midden. 
They also noted that disturbance and visibility across the site made it difficult to accurately 
determine whether the artefact scatter actually comprised several sites or one extensive 
site. 

Artefacts recovered during those field investigations were later analysed by Evans (1992) 
as part of his Honours research, and additional field surveys were conducted across 
Bournda National Park. Evans (1992) recorded a further 37 sites across Bournda National 
Park comprising 36 stone artefact scatters and one midden. While many of these sites 
were recorded within the forested hills to the south of Wallagoot Lake, it was noted that the 
poor visibility in such areas meant sites were generally only identifiable along four-wheel drive 
tracks, where archaeological visibility was good. Evans (1992) also noted that while the 
porphyry from the quarry was present at all sites, it was not the dominant material. Rhyolite, 
other porphyry and quartz were the primary materials represented across the sites 
investigated.  

Hughes (1995) (AHIMS Report 3145) described two stages of an Aboriginal archaeological 
field survey at Kalaru Racecourse. The survey area comprised an old gravel pit, 3.2km of 
vehicle tracks, 200m of bare ground, and a forested area. Ground surface visibility was so 
poor in the forest during the first stage that some ground clearance was undertaken 
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subsequently to improve the potential detection of Aboriginal objects. Nevertheless, no 
archaeological material was located during either stage. 

NSW National Parks and Wildlife Service (Eden division) commissioned a survey (Kuskie 
1998) at Turingal Head in the area immediately north of Wallagoot lake. The survey 
identified ten sites: four artefact scatters, two shell middens, two isolated finds, one stone 
quarry and one possible modified tree. 

An investigation was undertaken (Wright 2007) (AHIMS Report 102021) of human 
remains dug out of a midden by wombats at Bournda National Park. The precise location 
and context of the burial site was unknown. It was thought that the bones belonged to five 
Aboriginal individuals, with the high likelihood that more still remained within the shell midden.  

Boot (2000) (AHIMS Report 98508) undertook additional surveys for the proposed new 
access road to Turingal Head east of the Wallagoot Lake Boat Club. Four new sites (three 
isolated finds at THR1, THR2 and THR3 and seven artefacts at THR4) were recorded during 
the initial survey (Boot 2000). Two sites previously recorded by Kuskie (1998) were also 
relocated. Visibility across the survey area was low, but better than the survey conditions 
encountered by Kuskie two years prior.  

NSW Archaeology (Dibden 2004b) (AHIMS Report 99153) undertook subsurface test 
excavations following a surface survey earlier that year at the Bournda Downs Estate 
Subdivision west of Wallagoot Lake. All excavation was conducted within a previously 
identified area which was labelled 'Survey Unit 3'. Thirty-six (36) pits (50 x 50 cm) were 
excavated across three transects. Eight stone artefacts were found, which Dibden (2004b) 
interpreted as a '…sparse and patchy distribution…' The average artefact densities were 
estimated to be approximately 0.9/m². 

NSW Archaeology (Dibden 2009c) (AHIMS Report 101698) undertook a survey of land for 
a proposed subdivision in Wallagoot. The area was divided into four survey units which 
totalled 114,000 m². Disturbance across the survey area ranged from roads, dams and 
mechanical activity to animal burrows. Dibden adopted a 'nonsite' methodology and as such 
recorded both single artefacts and artefact scatters as artefact 'locales'. Two stone artefact 
locales were identified during the survey in Survey Units 1 and 2. The artefact locale in Survey 
Unit 1 contained 27 artefacts. It is not clear if these artefacts were spread over the 6500 
m² landform or if they occurred in any clusters. One artefact was identified in Survey Unit 2 
close to an animal burrow. 

On Site CHM (Niemoeller 2010) was engaged by the Bega Valley Shire Council in 2010 to 
undertake a due diligence survey of Wallagoot Lake Road. The Council proposed to widen 
sections of the road and seal 1.6 km of it. approximately 1.5km south of Kalaru STP. The 
survey included transects along the northern and southern sides of the road, as well as 
inspections of road cuttings. Eight new sites were located during the survey including six 
open sites, two midden deposits and one PAD (identified by the presence of artefacts in a 
road cutting). 

5.3.5 Hobart Beach  

In the Hobart Beach campground located between Tathra and Tura, Boot (2000) (AHIMS 
Report 98508) investigated cultural heritage as part of the campground extension project. 
One new artefact scatter was recorded with additional artefacts identified at previously 
recorded sites. Boot observed that artefacts were distributed along the north facing upper 
slopes, ridge crests and other locally elevated positions. This is supported by the absence of 
artefacts in areas of high exposure on south facing slopes. Boot predicted that artefacts not 
currently visible would likely be found within the area but not in high densities. 
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Following on from Boot’s (2000) survey of facility upgrades at Hobart Beach Campground, 
McKinnon (2001) undertook test pitting in the area. The proposed works were to upgrade 
the wastewater system at the Hobart Beach Campground. McKinnon excavated 42 25 x 
25 cm test pits in 5cm spits, most of which reached depths of 20–25 cm. The activity area 
was divided into three separate areas for the purposes of testing: the pipeline alignment, 
the septic tank and the transpiration area. There were no artefacts found in the ten test pits 
along the pipeline alignment. Four surface artefacts were found near the septic tank, but no 
subsurface material was found in the 15 test pits excavated. This area was highly disturbed 
from the previous septic tank. Only one artefact was retrieved from the 17 test pits around 
the transpiration area, which was also highly disturbed. Surface artefacts had been 
recorded in this area previously.  

5.3.6 Tura Beach 

ERM undertook a survey on Short Point Beach at Tura Beach (ERM 2004a) (AHIMS Report 
98952) for a proposed upgrade of the sewage treatment plant. The area of works was 
20m2, located adjacent to the southern end of the golf course (ERM May 2004: 1). The 
survey area was traversed by several small creeks. It has been disturbed by the construction 
of dams and earthworks associated with the sewerage treatment plant (ERM 2004a: 6). 
The survey identified one site—Tura Beach Open Site (TB1; AHIMS 62-6-0541)—comprising 
four quartz and tuff flakes, that was thought to represent potential for a larger subsurface 
assemblage of material (ERM 2004a: 32). The visible site covered an area of 5m x 3m (ERM 
2004a: 28).  

5.3.7 Wolumla 

In 2004, ERM (ERM 2004b) undertook a survey for a proposed new sewerage system in 
Wolumla (AHIMS Report 99066). The surveyed area encompassed the whole town of 
Wolumla, part of Wolumla Recreation Park (which is one of the current survey areas) and 
several other associated corridors and tracks. Artefact scatters were recorded in four of 
the five areas surveyed, with all sites being located within the park, where ground cover was 
minimal (ERM 2004b: 18). It was noted that the area contained a high potential for 
archaeological material, and the entire recreation park was labelled a site, 'Wolumla 1' 
(AHIMS Site 62-2-0543). The artefacts consisted of flakes, fragments and cores of silcrete, 
tuff and quartz. Although only 15 artefacts were identified, it was thought that this was due 
to low ground surface visibility; almost every exposure yielded artefacts (ERM 2004b: 3). The 
site is considered to be culturally significant (ERM 2004b: 4). 

5.3.8 Merimbula 

In 1988, ANUTECH (ABUTECH (sic) 1988) undertook an archaeological investigation of a 
site for proposed upgrades to the Merimbula Effluent Disposal Works (AHIMS Report 
1418). The study area encompassed the current Merrimbula STP survey area, 
approximately 15m from Merimbula Beach (ABUTECH 1988: 1–2). One concentration of 
stone artefacts was identified in a disturbed context. Partial human remains were recovered 
(62-6-0173) comprising three concentrations of bone fragments including a heavily 
weathered fragment of frontal bone with the brow and upper eye socket (ABUTECH 1988: 
6). The remains were judged to be from prehistoric burials, and were located 30–40m 
southwest of a sand quarry. Based on the identifiable bone, the MNI appears to be one. 
However, due to the context, it was postulated that all the remains were human, and 
represented three individuals, one for each concentration (ABUTECH 1988: 7). The burial 
site is highly culturally significant, while the artefacts are of '...no particular significance…' to 
the local Aboriginal community (ABUTECH 1988: 7–8). Neither the artefacts nor the burials 
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were considered to have much scientific significance, due to disturbance and decay 
respectively (ABUTECH 1988: 8). It was recommended that the burials remain in situ to be 
covered over and the overlying sand then revegetated, with the area to be fenced off for 
protection (ABUTECH 1988: 9). 

In 1995 Southeast Archaeology was engaged by Bega Valley Shire to conduct an 
archaeological survey of 10ha piece of land opposite the airport, which was proposed for 
development (Kuskie 1995) (AHIMS Report 3435). The study area was located adjacent to 
the beach, approximately 1km northeast of Merimbula STP. An initial field survey located 
two sites, a shell midden and a modified tree site. Subsequent excavation did not reveal any 
archaeological material (Kuskie 1995: 12–13). The modified tree site contained two 
Eucalyptus botryoides (bangalay) trees. Both appeared In good health. The midden was 
located on a foredune at the beach and contained pipi shell. It had been disturbed by a vehicle 
track (Kuskie May 1995: 14). 

Oakley (2000) conducted an Indigenous Heritage Assessment at 16 Main Street, 
Merimbula for a proposed small residential development (AHIMS Report 4714). One site, 
Main Street Aboriginal Midden (MSAM) was identified during the survey. It consisted 
primarily of cockle shells (Anadara sp.) in a highly disturbed context (Oakley 2000: 10). 

In May 2009, New South Wales Archaeology was engaged to prepare an Aboriginal 
archaeological assessment of proposed test bore drilling for dune exfiltration works at 
Merimbula (Dibden 2009d). The proposed bore sites were approximately 1km and 3km 
from Merimbula STP, in dunes opposite the airport (Dibden 2009d: 1). No Aboriginal sites 
were located during the field survey. 

In 2021 AECOM Australia Pty Ltd were engaged by the Bega Valley Shire Council to 
undertake an Aboriginal Cultural Heritage Assessment within the Merimbula Sewage 
Treatment Plant and Ocean Outfall Project. Their survey identified three new sites including 
two shell middens and an isolated artefact on the eastern side of Arthur Kaine Drive within 
the Outfall activity area. They also relocated a previously recorded scarred tree but were 
unable to relocate a previously recorded burial. 

5.3.9 Eden 

An archaeological assessment of Shelly’s Beach in Eden was conducted by Barz (n.d.) for 
Sinclair Knight and Partners Pty Ltd (AHIMS Report 900). The beach is less than 100m 
long and is situated directly south of the wharves (Barz n.d.: 2-3). Two previously recorded 
middens were identified and recommendations were made for their management.  

In 1987, an archaeological survey was undertaken in the Eden area by Byrne and Smith 
(AHIMS Report 618). The survey was conducted in preparation for the construction of roads 
in the area. Twenty-two (22) sites were recorded including 19 artefact scatters (of primarily 
quartz artefacts), one midden, one stone arrangement and one quarry. Of the 22 sites, only 
six were undisturbed. The remainder had been disturbed by the construction of fire trails. 
Five of the sites recorded were located around Sheep Station Creek which was thought to 
represent a pattern of land use concentrating on the creek and surrounding landforms. 

Dibden (2011) was commissioned to undertake a survey for a proposed sand extraction 
project at Boydtown (AHIMS Report 102440). No previously recorded sites were identified 
during an AHIMS search. No cultural or archaeological sites were identified during the 
survey although they acknowledged the potential for burials due to the nature of the deposit 
and its proximity to the coast. 

In 1994, Bega Valley Shire engaged Robert Paton Archaeological Studies (1994) to prepare 
a desktop study to assess the archaeological sensitivity of four 'urban investigation areas' in 
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the hills surrounding Eden (AHIMS Report 3146). One of these areas—referred to as CaLM 
Area 1—included Eden STP. According to Paton (Robert Paton Archaeological Studies 1994: 
9), the only areas of moderate to high archaeological sensitivity in this area are the ridgelines 
along the eastern boundary, and minor spurs associated with drainage lines along the 
western boundary. The only sites he predicted for the area were stone artefacts.  

In August 1988, Fuller (1988) undertook an archaeological survey at Quarantine Bay, south 
of Eden (AHIMS Report 1513). The survey covered an area of 4.5ha on a hilltop overlooking 
the bay. It was highly disturbed as evident from piles of rubbish and spoil heaps (Fuller 1988: 
1). No Aboriginal sites were Identified during the survey (Fuller 1988: 3). 

Crew (1992) surveyed the site of a proposed radio base station at Mount Bimmil in 1992 
(AHIMS Report 2340). The survey area was located approximately 4.5km north of North 
Eden Reservoir on a cleared hilltop surrounded by forest. A stone arrangement had been 
reported in the area by Michael Darcy, however this was determined to be naturally 
occurring as a result of erosion revealing the bedrock. (AHIMS includes at least one other 
stone arrangement in the far South Coast region, in south Ben Boyd National Park AHIMS 
Site 63-3-0001). No other archaeological material was identified within the survey area 
(Crew 1992: 5). 

5.3.10  Summary 

The archaeology of the far south coast of NSW is dominated by flaked stone artefact 
scatters and shell middens, but also includes sites such as burials, grinding grooves, 
quarries, ceremonial grounds, stone arrangements, ceremonial sites, art sites, modified 
trees, and areas of PAD.  

Patterns of site distribution can be seen throughout the studies described above. Modified 
trees will only be found in areas where older growth trees remain, and sites such as quarries, 
grinding grooves and rock art are dependent on the presence of appropriate rock outcrops. 
Table 19 summarises the predicted locations of each site type known in the area. 

Burials are a site type that are more difficult to predict in terms of landform due to the fact 
that geographical and chronological variations in cultural practices for interment and 
treatment of the dead can result in a diverse range of burial types and locations. Broadly 
speaking, along the NSW coast as a whole, burials are often found in sand dunes, association 
with shell middens, although in the hinterland where dunes are absent, they may be located 
in other landforms. 

Sites such as ceremonial grounds, stone arrangements and mythological sites may occur 
anywhere in the landscape. While there are no known references to such sites within the 
activity areas, Bega Valley is a culturally rich area and the potential for such sites cannot be 
excluded.  

Both the site mapping from the AHIMS search and the above review of previous 
investigations in the local area suggest that middens most commonly occur along the 
coastal shoreline and in association with estuary foreshores (e.g. spur lines leading down to 
estuaries and lagoons).  

Stone artefacts are the most ubiquitous component of the archaeological record of 
Aboriginal occupation. Artefacts can be found on any landform. However, previous research 
along the south coast suggests that sites are more common along the coastal strip and 
around estuary margins, or at distances in excess of 12km from the coast. Artefact sites 
are most commonly found headlands and foredunes, estuary foreshores, and elevated flats 
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adjacent to waterways. They are common but less so (and tend towards lower density sites) 
on ridges, crests and saddles. Forested, hilly areas are the least common areas for artefacts 
sites to occur. 

Areas of PAD are often identified in association with stone artefacts and/or midden, or on 
relatively undisturbed landforms with a high likelihood of containing stone artefacts, midden 
or other cultural deposits.  

Table 16: Summary of predicted sites, features and contextual sensitivity within the activity 
area. 

Site Features Predicted Potential Sensitivity Within Activity Areas 

Stone artefacts Moderate to high Any landform. Increased sensitivity on low 
gradient landforms, such as spurs, crests, and 
raised terraces particularly where prior 
disturbance is limited.  

Midden Moderate to high Any landform. Increased sensitivity on low 
gradient landforms, headlands and estuaries, 
particularly where prior disturbance is limited.  

Potential archaeological 
deposit (PAD) 

Low to moderate Increased sensitivity on low gradient landforms 
where prior disturbance is minor.  

Ceremonial/Dreaming Low to moderate Any landform.  

Culturally modified tree Low to moderate Anywhere where mature trees remain. 

Burial Low  Any landform. Increased sensitivity predicted 
where deeper soil profiles e.g. sand dunes 
and/or midden deposits occur. 

Stone arrangements Low Unlikely to occur, but presence cannot be 
completely discounted.  

Quarries Low to very low Anywhere outcrops of suitable rock occur. 

Grinding grooves Low to very low Rock outcrops (typically sandstone) close to 
water sources. 

Rock art Low to very low Rock shelters or outcrops. 

5.4 Implications for the activity area 

In terms of Aboriginal heritage, the cumulative impact of vegetation clearance, land surface 
modification such as road cuts and fills, and existing underground services are such that 
many of the proposed activity areas are likely to be highly disturbed. However, there are also 
some areas where impacts are less extensive, and which have the potential to contain 
Aboriginal sites.  

Given the nature of the local topography, geology and previous land use, it is predicted that: 

 In general, there is a low likelihood of ceremonial sites or stone arrangements being 
identified within any of the activity areas. 

5.4.1 Bermagui STP  

 Artefact sites are extremely likely to occur, particularly on the headland; 

 Shell middens are likely to occur; 



Water and Sewer Services, Various Locations, Bega Valley Shire - Aboriginal Due Diligence Assessment 

 
86 

 Modified trees are possible but more likely in uncleared areas with old growth trees 
present;  

 Burials may occur in sand dunes and shell middens; and 

 Where suitable rock outcrops occur, grinding grooves, rock art and quarries may be 
present. 

5.4.2 Bemboka Reservoir  

 Low density artefact sites may occur in less disturbed areas; 

 Shell middens are unlikely to occur; 

 Modified trees are possible but most likely in any areas with old growth trees; 

 Burials are possible but unlikely; and 

 Where suitable rock outcrops occur, grinding grooves, rock art and quarries are 
possible. 

5.4.3 Bega SPS3  

 There is a moderate likelihood for intact artefact scatters in elevated areas away 
from the flood zone, however isolated artefacts may be located within the flood zone; 

• There is a moderate likelihood of freshwater shell middens; 

• As the area is largely cleared, there is a low likelihood of scarred trees occurring; 

• Burials in the western area are extremely unlikely, due to flood action; they are 
possible but unlikely in any undisturbed part of the eastern section, where soils may 
be up to 150cm deep; and 

• Where suitable rock outcrops are present, grinding grooves, quarries or rock art are 
possible, but these are extremely unlikely. 

5.4.4 Bega SPS4 

 There is a moderate likelihood for intact artefact scatters in elevated areas away 
from the flood zone, however isolated artefacts may be located within the flood zone; 

• There is a moderate likelihood of freshwater shell middens; 

• As the area is largely cleared, there is a low likelihood of scarred trees occurring; 

• Burials in the western area are extremely unlikely, due to flood action; they are 
possible but unlikely in any undisturbed part of the eastern section, where soils may 
be up to 150cm deep; and 

• Where suitable rock outcrops are present, grinding grooves, quarries or rock art are 
possible, but these are extremely unlikely. 

5.4.5 Bega SPS6 

 There is a moderate likelihood for intact artefact scatters in elevated areas away 
from the flood zone, however isolated artefacts may be located within the flood zone; 

• There is a moderate likelihood of freshwater shell middens; 

• As the area is largely cleared, there is a low likelihood of scarred trees occurring; 

• Burials in the western area are extremely unlikely, due to flood action; they are 
possible but unlikely in any undisturbed part of the eastern section, where soils may 
be up to 150cm deep; and 

• Where suitable rock outcrops are present, grinding grooves, quarries or rock art are 
possible, but these are extremely unlikely. 
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5.4.6 Tathra STP  

 Artefact sites are highly likely to occur in less disturbed areas; 

 Shell middens are highly likely to occur; 

   

 Burials are possible; and 

 Where areas of suitable rock outcrops occur, grinding grooves, rock art and quarries 
are possible. 

5.4.7 Wolumla Booster PS  

 Low density artefact sites are likely to occur in less disturbed areas; 

 Shell middens are possible; 

 Modified trees are possible in uncleared areas with old growth trees present; 

 Burials are possible but unlikely; and 

 Where suitable rock outcrops occur, grinding grooves, rock art and quarries are 
possible but unlikely. 

5.4.8 Central Waste Facility, Frogs Hollow—organics 

 Artefact scatters are likely along the creek flats, and less disturbed areas; 

 Shell middens are possible but unlikely; 

 Modified trees will not likely be present as the area appears to have been completely 
cleared; 

 Burials are possible but unlikely; and  

 Grinding grooves, rock art and quarries will be absent due to the lack of suitable rock 
outcropping. 

5.4.9 Merimbula STP  

 Artefact sites are particularly likely in any raised flat area the northeastern section; 

 Shell middens are likely to occur; 

 Modified trees are possible in uncleared areas with old growth trees present; 

 There is moderate potential for burials in shell middens and sand dunes; and 

 Grinding grooves, rock art and quarries will be absent due to the lack of rock 
outcropping. 

5.4.10 Proposed Yellow Pinch WTP 

 Low density artefact sites may occur in less disturbed areas; 

 Shell middens are unlikely to occur; 

 Modified trees are possible in uncleared areas with old growth trees present; 

 Burials are possible but unlikely; and 

 If suitable rock outcrops occur, grinding grooves, rock art and quarries are possible. 
5.4.11 North Eden Reservoir  

 Artefact sites are likely to occur in less disturbed areas; 

 Shell middens are unlikely due to the elevated landform; 

 Modified trees are possible in uncleared areas with old growth trees present; 

 Burials are possible but unlikely; and 

 If suitable rock outcrop occur, grinding grooves, rock art and quarries are possible. 
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On the basis of the above desktop assessment, there is evidence to suggest that Aboriginal 
objects (e.g. artefact scatters and midden) and/or other cultural heritage items may be 
present within areas of proposed ground disturbance. As such, visual inspections are 
required. 
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6 STEP 4B – VISUAL ASSESSMENT 

6.1 Methodology 

Visual inspections of the activity areas were conducted on 7th, 8th, 9th, 10th and 17th February 
2022 by Cassandra Venn and Glenn Merrick, Lantern Heritage Pty Ltd in partnership with 
sites’ officers from Merrimans LALC (Glen Campbell), Bega LALC (Chris Haskey, Eden LALC 
(Lisa Arvick) and Djirriganji Elders Federation (John Dixon). 

CWF – Organics Processing 

The visual inspection was undertaken on 7th March 2022 by Cassandra Venn and Jo 
Dibden—Lantern Heritage and Chris Hoskins —Bega LALC. 

Bega SPS3, SPS4 and SPS6, Wolumla Booster PS, and Merimbula STP 

The visual inspection was undertaken on 8th March 2022 by Cassandra Venn and Glenn 
Merrick—Lantern Heritage and John Dixon —Djirringanj Elders Federation. 

Bemboka Reservoir and Tathra STP 

The visual inspection was undertaken on 9th March 2022 by Cassandra Venn and Glenn 
Merrick—Lantern Heritage and John Dixon —Djirringanj Elders Federation. 

Bermagui STP, Dept and Outfall and Cobargo STP 

The visual inspection was undertaken on 10th February 2022 by Cassandra Venn and Glenn 
Merrick—Lantern Heritage and Glen Campbell—Merrimans LALC 

North Eden Reservoir 

The visual inspection was undertaken on 11th February 2022 by Cassandra Venn and Glenn 
Merrick—Lantern Heritage and Lisa Arvick—Eden LALC. 

Yellow Pinch Proposed WTP 

The visual inspection was undertaken on 17th February 2022 by Cassandra Venn and Glenn 
Merrick—Lantern Heritage and John Dixon – Djirringanj Elders Federation. 

6.2 Field results 

During the field surveys, six archaeological sites were identified and one historical site.   
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Table 17 outlines the results for each activity area. These new sites are described further 
below. Although some activity areas appear disturbed, there is archaeology present and 
potential for subsurface archaeological material exists. Other activity areas are more 
disturbed and/or are located in landscape contexts in which cultural sites are unlikely to be 
located. In general, the proposed activity areas were found to be highly disturbed with low 
archaeological sensitivity. A more detailed breakdown of the visual assessment, including 
relevant photos, is provided below. 
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Table 17: Survey results—New sites within each activity area 

Activity Area Site Type/s within Activity 
Area 

Site Name/s AHIMS Number 

Bermagui STP None n/a n/a 

Bermagui Depot None n/a n/a 

Bermagui Outfall Artefact scatter/PAD BWS22-1 62-7-0499 

Bemboka Reservoir None n/a n/a 

Bega SPS3 None n/a n/a 

Bega SPS4 None n/a n/a 

Bega SPS6 None n/a n/a 

Tathra STP PAD BSW22-2 62-6-0858 

Wolumla Booster PS None n/a n/a 

CWF – Organics 
Processing 

PAD BWS22-6 62-6-0865 

 Isolated Artefact BWS22-15 62-6-0861 

 Isolated Artefact BWS22-16 62-6-0862 

 Historical Road BWS22-13 n/a 

Proposed Yellow Pinch 
WTP 

None n/a n/a 

Merimbula STP Midden/PAD BWS22-4 62-6-0863 

North Eden Reservoir None n/a n/a 

 

Given that the visual assessment has identified five areas where Aboriginal objects are 
present and/or likely to occur, it is prudent to review the question posed at Step 3 of the 
due diligence process: Can harm to Aboriginal objects and/or can the carrying out of the 
activity at the relevant landscape features be avoided? This question is addressed below in 
Section 7. 

6.3 Bermagui STP, Depot and Outfall Pipe 

Aboriginal Sites: 1  

The Bermagui STP survey area consists of a grassed area within the current STP precinct 
as well as the vegetated public area on the eastern side of Tathra-Bermagui Road, where 
the outfall pipe will be running (Figure 28). 

An artefact scatter with PAD (BWS22-1; AHIMS Site 62-7-0499) was identified within the 
outfall area on the eastern side of Tathra-Bermagui Road. 
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Figure 27: Location of site BWS22-1 (AHIMS Site 62-7-0499) relative to the proposed 
development 
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Plate 1: Bermagui STP – within complex, 
facing north. 

Plate 2: Bermagui STP – within complex, 
exposed deposit. 

  

Plate 3: Bermagui STP – along track, 
artefact locale, facing north. 

Plate 4: Bermagui STP – along track facing 
south. 

6.3.1 Aboriginal Objects 

6.3.1.1 BWS22-1: AHIMS Site 62-7-0499 (GDA ZONE: 55 775479E 5962755N) 

The site is a small artefact scatter along a walking track close to the cliff edge. There is also 
PAD located to the west of this track and the artefacts have likely eroded out of this deposit. 
The PAD is approximately 700m N-S and 260m E-W. The closest water source is located 
approximately 490m to the west. 

Overall ground exposures are approximately 20% (the walking track itself) and visibility within 
these exposures are approximately 80%. The deposit here was greyish brown sand with 
some gravel overlying clay, which is seen in more eroded areas. The deposit is likely to be at 
least 20cm in depth. Although the upper levels of the track have been disturbed by grading 
and the filling of potholes, the identification of the artefacts suggest that the less disturbed 
deposits to the west of the track have potential to contain artefacts. Further the deposit 
itself is likely a remnant sand dune and its proximity to the ocean increases the likelihood of 
finding subsurface archaeological material. 
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The artefacts were identified on an eroding track along a coastal cliff along the track in a 20 
x 5m area. Less disturbed deposits are located directly to the west of the track. 

The artefacts recorded at this site comprised: 

 One black rhyolite broken flake; 

 One black rhyolite flaked piece; 

 One yellow/brown silcrete flake; and 

 One small quartz flake. 

 

 

 

 

Plate 5: Overview of site facing north. Plate 6: Rhyolite artefact. 

6.3.2 Summary 

An artefact scatter and PAD (BSW22-1; AHIMS Site 62-7-0499) was identified within the 
Bermagui Outfall survey area. The PAD encompasses the majority of the activity area. No 
Aboriginal sites or objects were identified within the Bermagui STP or Depot survey areas.  
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6.4 Bemboka Reservoir 

Aboriginal Sites: 0 

The proposed works at the Bemboka Reservoir involve decommissioning of the old reservoir 
and excavation for the construction of a new reservoir with a smaller booster pump station 
next to it. No Aboriginal objects were observed in this area. 

  

Plate 7: Bemboka Reservoir - overview, 
facing east. 

Plate 8: Bemboka Reservoir - roadcut, facing 
east. 

  

Plate 9: Bemboka Reservoir - roadcut, facing 
west. 

Plate 10: Bemboka Reservoir – overview, 
facing east. 

6.4.1 Summary 

The Bemboka Reservoir activity area has been extensively modified/disturbed in many 
areas. The activity area also included a paddock on a gentle slope that has previously been 
used for grazing. No Aboriginal sites were identified, although visibility was limited by dense 
grass cover. 
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6.5 Bega SPS 3 

Aboriginal Sites: 0 

The Bega SPS3 survey area is located in Valley Street, Bega (Lot 18 DP 1200798). The 
proposed development involves expansion of the existing site with the possible installation of 
a solar array. Expansion is likely to involve excavation and installation of additional 
underground pipes. The activity area is just above the floodplain associated with the Bega 
River and has been significantly modified. It is likely that the land surface has been built up a 
bit to mitigate flood damage. The survey area is currently occupied by a toilet block. Timber 
bollards run adjacent to the road and at the northern end of the block which is on the same 
level as the flood plain. Some underground sewerage infrastructure exists. The entire site 
(not occupied with infrastructure) is grassed and overall exposures are 10% and visibility is 
10%. No Aboriginal sites were identified during the survey. The archaeological potential for 
this activity area is very low. 

  

Plate 11: Bega SPS 3 - overview, facing 
west. 

Plate 12: Bega SPS 3 - overview, facing 
east. 

6.5.1 Summary 

The Bega SPS3 activity area has been heavily modified to accommodate existing 
infrastructure. No Aboriginal sites were identified during the survey. Archaeological potential 
is very low. 
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6.6 Bega SPS4 

Aboriginal Sites: 0 

The Bega SPS4 survey area is located at Tarraganda Lane, Tarraganda. The proposed 
development involves expansion of the existing site with the possible installation of a solar 
array. Expansion is likely to involve excavation and installation of additional underground 
pipes. The activity area only includes those areas already containing sewerage 
infrastructure. Therefore, the land surface has been significantly modified. It is also adjacent 
to the Bega River floodplain and has been built up so that it is above flood levels. Moreover 
there are multiple below ground services such as pipes and tanks. Exposure was 
approximately 10%, and visibility 5%. The majority of the clear ground surface is grassed. 
There is no evidence of any natural land surfaces.  

  

Plate 13: Bega SPS 4 - overview, facing east. Plate 14: Bega SPS 4 - overview, facing 
north. 

6.6.1 Summary 

The Bega SPS4 activity area has been heavily modified to accommodate existing 
infrastructure. Further, the land surface has been built up above the floodplain to prevent 
the site flooding. No Aboriginal sites were identified during the survey.  
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6.7 Bega SPS 6 

Aboriginal Sites: 0 

The survey area for Bega SPS6 is located at Swan Street, Bega (Lot 33 DP 33/75876). 
The proposed development involves expansion of the existing site with the possible 
installation of a solar array. The activity area is a heavily modified landscape containing water 
mains, roads, parking and a skate park. There are some exposures along the edge of the 
bitumen carpark which is gravelly and contains some bluestone gravels. These areas are 
very compacted and likely have some sort of road base or fill on top of the natural ground 
surface. Exposures were approximately 10% with 20% visibility. The majority of the area has 
been previously disturbed to the extent that it has no potential to contain intact 
archaeological deposits.  

  

Plate 15. The deposit within the activity 
area. 

Plate 16: Bega SPS 6 - overview, facing 
west. 

6.7.1 Summary 

The Bega SPS6 activity area has been heavily modified to accommodate existing 
infrastructure, roads and a skate park. No Aboriginal sites were identified during the survey. 
No Aboriginal sites or objects were identified. 
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6.8 Tathra STP 

Aboriginal sites: 1 

The Tathra STP survey area is located along Andy Poole Drive, Tathra (Lot 2 DP 606286). 
The proposed works involve excavation for upgrade and expansion of the existing site, and 
possibly the installation of a solar array. The activity area comprises a strip of remnant sand 
dune between the current STP and the sports oval with a low-lying section in the middle. This 
area currently contains walking and mountain bike tracks. 

Although no artefacts, and only one shell fragment were located within this activity area, 
almost the entire northern half of the activity area has moderate to high potential for 
subsurface archaeological deposits. Therefore it has been designated a PAD (BSW22-2; 
AHIMS Site 62-6-0858) (Figure 29). 
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Figure 28: Tathra STP - location of new PAD (BSW22-2; AHIMS Site 62-6-0858). 
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Plate 17: Overview, facing south. Plate 18: Overview facing south. 

  

Plate 19: Overview facing west. Plate 20: An example of the deposit along 
the bike track. 

6.8.1 Aboriginal Objects 

6.8.1.1 BSW22-2: AHIMS Site 62-6-0858 (GDA ZONE: 55 765611E 5932727N) 

The site is a Potential Archaeological Deposit (PAD) situated on a remnant sand dune on a 
coastal plain approximately 300m west of the beach and approximately 150m east of a 
lagoon connected to the Bega River. 

Overall ground exposure is approximately 30% and is comprised of mountain bike tracks. 
Visibility within those tracks varies between approximately 40-70% depending on how 
eroded the track is. The deposit appears to be a greyish brown silty sand overlying a gravelly 
clay rich deposit. 

Mountain bike tracks have caused some minimal disturbance in places. The remaining 
deposit is approximately 20cm deep. The PAD extends for approximately 320m east to west 
by up to 90m north to south. 
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6.8.2  Summary 

Although the southern section of the activity area—containing the existing infrastructure— 
has been heavily disturbed, the northern section is relatively undisturbed. Most of the 
northern section has moderate to high potential for subsurface archaeological deposit, 
therefore it has been designated a PAD (BSW22-2; AHIMS Site 62-6-0858).  

In addition to the PAD, two previously recorded AHIMS sites have registered locations within 
the activity area: AHIMS Sites 62-6-0326 (an artefact scatter) and 62-6-0615 (an artefact 
scatter with PAD). Another PAD (AHIMS Site 62-6-0616) is registered less than 50m to 
the east of the activity area (Figure 20). The registered locations of each of these sites falls 
within areas already containing infrastructure. Investigation of the maps on the site cards 
revealed that none of these coordinates are accurate, and none of these sites are actually 
located within the activity area. In any case, the registered coordinates are all in areas that 
have been heavily disturbed and have very low archaeological potential. There was no 
evidence for these sites within the activity area. 

6.9 Wolumla Booster PS 

Aboriginal Sites: 0 

The survey area for Wolumla Booster PS is located along Candelo-Wolumla Road, Wolumla. 
The proposed works involve upgrades to internal pumps, and renewal of pipes and valves. 
Pipe renewal would involve some excavation; however this would be largely in areas already 
disturbed by previous pipe installations. The activity area is a small area with one pre-existing 
structure towards its northern end and a drain running along the road. There is an area of 
low to moderate archaeological sensitivity at the southern extent of the site in a 5m x 5m 
area that doesn’t appear to have been modified (Plate 21). Exposure was approximately 
30% and visibility 40%. The majority of the site was grassed. Sediment appears to be light 
brown silty sediment with small gravels. 

  

Plate 21: Wolumla Booster PS - overview, 
facing east. 

Plate 22: Wolumla Booster PS - overview, 
facing south. 

6.9.1 Summary 

The proposed works are likely to be in areas already disturbed by existing infrastructure. No 
Aboriginal sites or objects were identified.  
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6.10 Central Waste Facility – Organics Processing 

Aboriginal Sites: 2 

Historical Sites: 1 

The proposed organics processing plant survey area at the central waste facility is located 
at Wanatta Lane, Frogs Hollow (Lot 402 DP 1191314). The proposed works involve the 
construction of batters on the property around the high side to redirect water away from 
site, cut and fill of 12,000 square metres for a concrete pad, excavation for and construction 
of leachate pond, and construction of a site entry by extending the existing onsite. 

During the survey, two isolated artefacts and one PAD were identified. BWS22-15 (AHIMS 
Site 62-6-0861), an isolated artefact, was located in the northeastern section of the activity 
area in a cutting on the western side of a sloping vehicle track (Plate 27, 28). BWS22-6 
(AHIMS Site 62-6-0865), a PAD, was identified in the western section of the activity area. 
An additional isolated quartz artefact (BWS22-16; AHIMS Site 62-6-0862) was located 
approximately 30m south of the activity area (Figure 29). 

The northeastern section and most of the eastern section of the activity area is enclosed by 
a fence. Heavy machinery has disturbed inside the northern and western fencelines. To the 
east is a dam from which water seeps out along the southeastern corner of the survey area. 
An isolated artefact is located west of this dam but is outside of the activity area. Along a 
vehicle track on the eastern side of the activity area is a cutting within which the deposit can 
be seen. The cutting is approximately 1m with dark brown humic topsoil with fine gravels, 
which has been compacted to approximately 20cm. Underneath is a light greyish brown 
sediment with fine gravels and larger angular gravels. Below that is brownish yellow clay with 
fine gravels.  

The northern section of the activity contains an historic dam, and then extends towards the 
infrastructure further north (Plate 23). This northern section is likely to have been disturbed 
by historical farming practices. 

To the west, are powerlines in dense grass. This section had 0% visibility. The southwestern 
section of the activity area closer to the creek is less disturbed and has been designated a 
PAD (BWS22-6; AHIMS Site 62-6-0865).  

To the south of the fence the survey area also continued roughly to the creekline. This section 
between the fence and the creek was relatively flat and is currently significantly higher than 
the creek bed. However, the creek is badly eroded. The erosion appears to have increased 
in recent years, so it is unclear how this landform would have appeared pre-colonisation.  

The average visibility of the activity area was approximately 5%. 
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Figure 29: Aboriginal Sites recorded at the Central Waste Facility (Organics Processing). 
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Plate 23: Central Waste Facility, organics - 
overview, facing west 

Plate 24: Central Waste Facility, organics 
- overview, facing east 

  

Plate 25: Central Waste Facility, organics - 
creek cutting, facing south 

Plate 26: Central Waste Facility, organics - 
deposit 6 

6.10.1 Aboriginal Objects 

6.10.1.1 BWS22-15: AHIMS Site 62-6-0861 (GDA ZONE: 55 749466E 5924888N) 

This site is an isolated artefact on a very gentle slope. It was identified in an open exposure 
within a vehicle track. The closest natural water source is an ephemeral creek line 
approximately 280m to the southwest. 

Overall, ground exposures were approximately 30% comprised of vehicle tracks and 
machine disturbed ground. Visibility within those exposures was approximately 50%. 

The artefact recorded was a purple rhyolite flake (Plate 28). 



Water and Sewer Services, Various Locations, Bega Valley Shire - Aboriginal Due Diligence Assessment 

 
106 

 

 

 

Plate 27: Central Waste Facility, organics 
– BWS22-15 locale facing SE 

Plate 28: Central Waste Facility, organics - 
flake, ventral (BWS22-15) 

6.10.1.2 BWS22-6: AHIMS Site 62-6-0865 (GDA ZONE 55: 749234E 5924841N) 

This site is a Potential Archaeological Deposit (PAD) located on raised creek flats in the 
western part of the activity area. It covers an area of approximately 270m northwest to 
southeast by 120m northeast to southwest.  

The deposit in the highly eroded creek bank comprises approximately 20cm of loam 
overlying light orange decomposing granite. The PAD is situated more than 2m above the 
current water level in the creek. Ground surface visibility during the survey was 0% due to 
dense grass cover (Plate 29 and 30). 

 

Plate 29: CWF, Frogs Hollow—organics - 
PAD (BWS22-6; AHIMS Site 62-6-0865), 
facing SW 

 

Plate 30. An example of the deposit by the 
creekline. 

6.10.2 Summary 

The CWF, Frogs Hollow—organics activity area contains one isolated artefact and one PAD. 
The location of the isolated artefact (BWS22-15; AHIMS Site 62-6-0861) has potential to 
contain subsurface artefacts. The PAD (BWS22-6; 62-6-0865) runs along the western 
boundary of the activity area on the raised flat area above the creek.  
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6.11 Proposed Yellow Pinch WTP,  

Aboriginal sites: 0 

This activity area is located at Red Gum Road, Yellow Pinch. The proposed works involve 
construction of a new water treatment plant, treated water storage facility, sludge handling 
facilities, storage buildings, plant/control building, and roads, and the installation of a solar 
array and associated infrastructure. The activity area is currently a residential property on 
top of a hill, so the surrounding areas are subject to erosion of the topsoil. The property 
currently contains two houses with associated, driveways, sheds, fencing (including historical 
post and rail), pool and septic tank (Plates 31 and 34). Power poles adjacent to a powerline 
to one house have also caused some disturbance. Extensive termite damage can be seen 
next to the house, on fence posts and electrical poles. The surface sediment is grey and silty 
with small to large gravels. There is very little topsoil, and no artefacts were observed (Plate 
32). No Aboriginal sites or objects were identified during the survey.  

  

Plate 31: Proposed Yellow Pinch WTP - 
overview, facing south 

Plate 32: Proposed Yellow Pinch WTP - 
deposit 

  

Plate 33: Proposed Yellow Pinch WTP - 
overview, facing west  

Plate 34: Proposed Yellow Pinch WTP - 
overview, facing east 
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6.11.1 Summary 

The activity area for the proposed Yellow Pinch WTP was found to have historical 
disturbance and erosion of much of the topsoil. No Aboriginal sites were Identified during 
the survey. The archaeological potential of this area is considered to be very low. 
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6.12 Merimbula STP 

Aboriginal Sites: 1  

The activity area for the Merimbula STP extension is located on Arthur Kaine Drive, 
Merimbula (Lot 101 DP 1201186). An ACHAR has been completed recently for the 
Merimbula STP, so this due diligence is filling in gaps left by that project. The proposal 
includes moving the overflow for the wet weather settlement pond and moving it to the 
southwest corner, removing vegetation and installing solar panels in the northwestern 
section of the activity area. One site, a shell midden and PAD (BWS22-4; AHIMS Site 62-6-
0863) was identified in the activity area along the lake shore (Figure 31) (Plates 39 and 40).  
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Figure 30: Location of new shell midden/PAD, BWS22-4 (AHIMS Site 62-6-0863). 
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6.12.1 Aboriginal Objects 

6.12.1.1 BWS22-4: AHIMS Site 62-6-0863 (GDA ZONE 55: 757776E 5910320N) 

The site is a subsurface shell midden and associated PAD. The midden is located in a 
drainage cutting on a terrace adjacent to a mangrove swamp. The deposit contains a portion 
of disturbed shell midden that has been overlain an intact shell midden deposit. It is unclear 
how extensive the intact portion of the midden is as very little of it is exposed. 

Overall ground exposure is approximately 5% and visibility is also approximately 5%. The 
exposed deposit is located outside of the current fenceline and vegetation is dense. 
Vegetation is mostly comprised of grasses as well as casurina, and mangroves. 

The visible area of deposit appears to contain approximately 200 shells/shell fragments, 
and is approximately 0.5m x 2m. The deposit likely extends to both the north and the south. 

The shell recorded at this site includes large oyster (c. 20cm in length), limpet, pippi and 
conch shells. 

 Large oyster; 

 Limpet; 

 Pippi; and 

 Conch 

The midden visible in the cutting is present to at least 1m below the ground surface in places. 
Near the fence it can be seen approximately 60cm below the ground surface. On the 
northern side of the cutting (Plates 39 and 40), where the shell is most visible, there are 
deposits of clay quite close to the surface. On the southern side, the shell deposit is within a 
layer of sand. The deposit likely extends the full length of the activity area, which has been 
designated PAD. 

The overall level of disturbance is unclear. What can be observed includes an animal burrow 
is present within the midden deposit, and bottle glass and ceramic washed out of the 
drainage channel. Moreover, the clay on the northern side of the cutting is consistent with 
deposits on the eastern side of the activity area, and may have come from there. 

6.12.2 Summary 

The entire western section of the Merimbula STP activity area comprises a PAD with shell 
midden (BWS22-4: AHIMS Site 62-6-0863). No Aboriginal sites or objects were identified 
within the eastern side, which is considered to have low archaeological sensitivity, due to 
prior disturbance, and the lack of any sensitive landforms.  
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Plate 35: Shell midden, facing NE. The 
intact section of deposit is in the right side 
of the photo. 

Plate 36: Close up of the in tact midden 
deposit. 

 
6.13 North Eden Reservoir 

Aboriginal Sites: 0 

The North Eden Reservoir activity area is located between Golfcourse Trail and the 
termination of Botany Street, Eden, (Lot 1, DP 809975). The proposed works involve 
decommissioning of the reservoir. The activity area is located on the crest of a gentle hill. 
The area (Figure12) (Plates 41 and 42) immediately surrounding the reservoir has been 
completely cleared and heavily disturbed by the existing infrastructure. Ground surface 
visibility in this area was 100%. The surrounding area contains regrowth with very few old 
growth trees observed (Plates 43 and 44). No Aboriginal sites were identified. Due to the 
prior disturbance, the activity area is considered to have very low archaeological potential. 

  

Plate 37: North Eden Reservoir - overview, 
facing east 

Plate 38: North Eden Reservoir - 
overview, facing west 
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Plate 39: North Eden Reservoir - deposit, 
facing west 

Plate 40: North Eden Reservoir - overview, 
facing north 

6.13.1 Summary 

No Aboriginal sites or objects were identified within the North Eden Reservoir activity area. 
Due to prior disturbance, it is considered to have very low archaeological potential.  
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7 STEP 5 - FURTHER INVESTIGATIONS AND IMPACT 
ASSESSMENT 

7.1 Impact assessment 

The visual assessment has identified four (4) activity areas which contain five (5) Aboriginal 
sites or PADs: Bermagui STP, Tathra STP, CWF – Organics Processing and Merimbula 
STP. These sites consist of two (2) PADs, one (1) artefact scatter with PAD, one (1) shell 
midden with PAD and one (1) isolated artefact. As such, it is prudent to review the 
question posed at Step 3 of the due diligence process.  

7.2 Options to avoid harm 

7.2.1 Bermagui STP (outfall) 

Harm can be avoided within the Bermagui outfall impact zone if the Bega Valley Shire Council 
adopts an approach that does not require disturbance to the deposit in any way. One of the 
options suggested is to use an underbore to insert the new outfall pipe through the ground 
without disturbing archaeological deposits. This option would require the installation of two 
drills though which would disturb the deposit.  

The depth at which artefacts may be located within the deposit cannot be ascertained 
without test excavation. 

The conclusion is that harm cannot be avoided at this site. 

7.2.2 Tathra STP 

The proposed activities at Tathra STP have not been presented to Lantern Heritage in any 
detail. Therefore it can only be assumed that ground disturbing activity may take place. 

The conclusion is that harm cannot be avoided at this site.  

7.2.3 Central Waste Facility – Organics Processing 

The proposed activities at the Organics Processing site at the Central Waste Facility require 
the excavation of a 12,000m2 area.  

Therefore harm cannot be avoided at this site. 

7.2.4 Merimbula STP 

The decommissioning of the overflow from the wet-weather settlement pond and movement 
to the southwest corner into Lake Merimbula would disturb any midden deposits. 

Therefore harm cannot be avoided at this site. 

7.3 Summary 

Whilst harm can be reduced at Bermagui outfall it cannot be avoided completely and there 
is potential for these activities to result in harm to a landform where Aboriginal objects are 
likely to occur. 

It is unclear exactly what activities will occur at Tathra STP and what impact those activities 
will have on any archaeological deposits. Therefore it has to be concluded that there is 
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potential for these activities to result in harm to a landform where Aboriginal objects are 
likely to occur. 

The proposed activities at CWF – Organics Processing will disturb any potential 
archaeological deposits therefore works at this site have potential to result in harm to a 
landform where Aboriginal objects are likely to occur. 

The proposed activities at the Merimbula STP are likely to result in harm to midden and 
potential archaeological deposits. However, midden was only identified in the western extent 
of the activity area on the lake shore and is unlikely to be present on the eastern extent of 
the activity area. 

As it stands (and using the information provided) none of the activities at these four sites 
can be undertaken in such a way that ground disturbance is avoided. As such there will be 
a requirement for further investigations and an AHIP application. 

Within those activity areas that do not contain archaeological sites attention is drawn to the 
fact that the due diligence process is covered by the caveat that the proponent can 
“[p]roceed with caution. If any Aboriginal objects are found, stop work and notify Heritage 
NSW. If human remains are found, stop work, secure the site and notify the NSW Police and 
Heritage NSW” (DECCW, 2010a: 10).  
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8 CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

On the basis of this due diligence assessment it is concluded that there is potential for the 
proposed activity to result in harm to Aboriginal objects and/or landforms likely to contain 
Aboriginal objects. However, options also exist for avoiding harm to Aboriginal objects 
and/or landforms likely to contain Aboriginal objects. At this stage in the process it does not 
appear as though there is any way to avoid harm to Aboriginal objects or potential deposits 

The following recommendations have been formulated on the basis of the desktop review 
and visual assessment documented above: 

n. The proposed activity can go ahead, with caution at Bega SPS3, Bega SPS4, Bega 
SPS6, Bermagui STP, Bermagui Depot, Eden Reservoir, Wolumla Booster PS, Yellow 
Pinch WTP and Bemboka Reservoir. 

o. If during the course of the proposed activity any Aboriginal objects are found, stop 
work and notify Heritage NSW. If human remains are found, stop work, secure the 
site and notify the NSW Police and Heritage NSW. 

p. This due diligence assessment only covers the works outlined in Section 2 of this 
report. If additional impacts or alternative alignments are proposed, further 
assessment will be required. 

q. A copy of this report, and any subsequent due diligence investigations, should be kept 
on record, and if requested, supplied to the relevant government agency as proof of 
compliance with the Due Diligence Code of Practice. 

r. A copy of this report should be forwarded to BLALC, ELALC, MLALC and Djirringanj 
for their review and comment. 

s. John Dixon (Djirringanj) has requested monitoring during works at the Proposed 
Yellow Pinch WTP by a Djirringanj or BLALC representative.  

t. At Bermagui Outfall (BWS22-1: AHIMS Site 62-7-0499), this entire area contains 
PAD and some artefacts were recorded. This site requires test excavation prior to 
ANY ground disturbing works this includes disturbance to any surface deposits. Test 
excavation can be undertaken in conjunction with an ACHAR prior to determine 
whether or not an Aboriginal Heritage Impact Permit (AHIP) is required. 

u. At Merimbula STP (BWS22-4; AHIMS Site 62-6-0863), the deposit closest to the 
lake appears to contain midden material and would require test excavation prior to 
any ground disturbing works to determine the extent and integrity of the midden 
deposit. Prior to test excavations an Aboriginal Cultural Heritage Assessment 
(ACHA) and an Aboriginal Heritage Impact Permit (AHIP) will be required. Test 
excavations within a midden may only be carried out with an AHIP. 

v. At Merimbula STP, the GIS data for the activity area provided on the day and post-
survey are considerably different. As a result the whole activity area was not subject 
to visual inspection. Should works go ahead in areas not surveyed (ie. Within the 
shapefile area provided on 25th March not covered by the original shapefile) a 
member of the Djirringanj Native Title group should be in attendance to monitor. 

w. At Tathra STP (BSW22-2: AHIMS Site 62-6-0858), the deposit between the current 
STP footprint and the golf course/oval may contain Aboriginal objects. As such test 
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excavation will be required prior to any ground disturbing works. Test excavation can 
be undertaken in conjunction with an ACHAR prior to applying for an AHIP. 

x. At CWF – Organics Processing (BWS22-15: AHIMS Site 62-6-0861) an isolated 
artefact was identified on the surface. This artefact cannot be moved without an 
ACHA and an AHIP. 

y. At CWF – Organics Processing (BWS22-6: AHIMS Site 62-6-0865), the deposit 
down by the creekline may contain archaeological material. Therefore test 
excavations will be required before any ground disturbing activities can take place. 
Test excavations can be undertaken in conjunction with an ACHAR prior to applying 
for an AHIP. 

z. At CWF – Organics Processing a historical road way was identified that also runs 
through the Landfill Expansion site and the Erosion Gully site. A historical assessment 
will be required before any ground disturbing activities can take place. 
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APPENDIX 1 – AHIMS SEARCH 
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9.1 Wolumla Area 
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9.2 Bega Area 
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9.3 Merimbula area 
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9.4 Bermagui Area 
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9.5 Eden Area 
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9.6 Tathra Area 
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9.7 Bemboka Area 
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APPENDIX 3 – GLOSSARY OF ABBREVIATIONS 

AHIMS—Aboriginal Heritage Information Management System 

AHIP—Aboriginal Heritage Impact Permit 

BLALC—Bega Local Aboriginal Land Council 

CWF—Central Waste Facility 

DECCW—Department of Environment, Climate Change and Water 

DPIE—Department of Primary Industry and Environment 

ELALC—Eden Local Aboriginal Land Council 

ICOMOS—International Council on Monuments and Sites 

LALC—Local Aboriginal Land Council 

LGA—Local Government Area 

MLALC—Merrimans Local Aboriginal Land Council 

NPW Act—National Parks and Wildlife Act 

OEH—Office of Environment and Heritage 

PAD—Potential Archaeological Deposit 

PS—Pumping Station 

PV— (applies to solar array) 

SPS—Sewage Pumping Station 

STP—Sewer Treatment Plant 

WTP— Water Treatment Plant 

 

 
 
 
 
 


